SERVICES FOR ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH,
MATTERSEY IN FEBRUARY 2011

Sun 06 Feb  9.30am Family Service

Wed 09 Feb 9.30am Midweek Holy Communion in
Gringley Church

Sun 13 Feb  9.30am Holy Communion

Sun 20 Feb  9.30am Morning Prayer The Vlllage MagaZIne Of
Sun27 Feb 9.30am  Holy Communion Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe

ADVANCE NOTICES

Friday 4 March: is the Women's World Day of Prayer. A Service prepared by
the women of Chile on the theme 'How many loaves have you?," will be held at
7.00pm in Mattersey Church, EVERYONE WELCOME.

@ | Guarantees FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT.
& " | abetter deal 28 February to 13 March is Fairtrade Fortnight.

for Third World Look out for events around Bassetlaw and come to a
Prodiicas FAIRTRADE COFFEE MORNING on
FAIRTRADE Saturday 5 March in Clayworth, 10am to 12noon.

Maybe you think that Fairtrade coffee isn’'t as good as other coffee. The
latest newsletter from Fairtrade for Bassetlaw' contains the following paragraph:
'There is lots of choice when choosing a Fairtrade coffee from instant to top-grade
ground coffee. Not every product is to everyone’s personal taste. Why not try
some different ones and we are pretty sure you'll find one you like! Or get some-
one to do a blind taste test for you and see if you can tell the difference’.

YOUR CHURCH IS OPEN

The Parish Church is open on a daily basis, nhormally from sunrise to sunset.
The building can be an oasis of peace ina busy wor[d. Please feel welcome to Thorpe House from Broomfield Lane
make use of your church for prayer during these periods. Please also feel free to

: : Picture courtesy of Tom Bradley
contact me on 01777-817364 if there are any concerns that you would like to . .
discuss or pray about.. Jonathan Smithurst, Priest-in-Charge (See Page 15 for more information) February 2011
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Some useful telephone nhumbers:

Commercial Services:

Animal Hotel: Margaret - 01777-817379, www.animalhotelmattersey.co.uk
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527

Boiler - C/Heating Service: Alex Perry 07846-708730, www.heatech-Itd.com
Challenge Carpet Cleaning: Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941

Electrician: David Foreman 01777-817506 & 07971-513286

Gardening Services: H.D Brantons 01302-532732 & 07732-421422

Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth 01777-817639

Mobile Foot Healthcare: Robert Wasteney 01777-710000

Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint 01777-249331 & 07962-232491
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki 07740-282927

Painter & Decorator: William Boulby 07974-208692 & 01777-705327
Plumbers (Plumbright): James 01777-701668 & 07940-159459

Priory Garage: 01777-816606

Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492

Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services - John Robertson 07884-078273

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis 01777-817983

Please email or phone the Editor if you would like to advertise your services
available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe

Community Services:

Alcohol Advice Service: 01777-272244

Bassetlaw DC Councillor: Michael Gray 01777-700318

Beavers: Nathan Fisher 01777-817563

Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130

Crimestoppers: 0800-555111

Mattersey Primary School: 01777-817265

Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 01777-817364

Police: Community Policeman - PC Chris Glover 07595-074176
PCSO Catherine Phillips 07525-409789

Notts Police—All non emergencies: 0300-300-9999

Credits:

Grateful thanks to all our sponsors for funding the printing paper,
The Bible College for printing the magazine,

and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine.

Contacts:

If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk publication
please contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk or phone on 01777-816694
or send hard copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey

Deadline: 24th of Month

Editorial—February 2011

The Case for Installing Mains Gas to the Village

Everyone in the village presumably has their house heated by either oil,
LPG, or solid fuel as we do not have mains natural gas in the village. As we
found out during the December snows, delivery times for oil extend when
demands are high, risking run out, and also prices can rise very considera-
bly at very short notice. LPG presumably has similar availability and price
issues as this is also an unregulated supply market.

It raises the question as to why mains gas is not available in Mattersey
(and other outlying villages). I am aware that the proposal to install mains
gas was investigated some years ago and there was apparently insufficient
local interest to warrant a pipeline extension. My belief is that given the
recent experiences, the proposal merits re-examination. Clearly if there is
insufficient interest shown then again nothing will happen. It is also likely
that even if there is significant interest shown by Mattersey & Mattersey
Thorpe there may not be a sufficiently compelling case to persuade the gas
pipeline company (National Gridf formerly Transco) to invest in an
extension only to us.

Therefore, assuming sufficient on village interest, we may need to gain the
support of the near neighbouring villages of Ranskill (which has mains gas
although not all houses connected) and Everton (no mains gas) to consider
joining forces with us to make a more substantial case than perhaps we
could put together on our own. IT all 3 villages are substantially saying
there is a significant demand our chance of success will be enhanced.

The Parish Council discussed the matter at their January meeting and they
have agreed to contact National Grid to better understand their current
position on pipeline extensions. They have also requested that, through
Idle Talk, we establish the level of support that exists in the village for
this proposal.

Therefore on pages 10 & 11 I have included some more information about

mains gas running costs. There is a cut-off strip included which 1 would ask
be returned to the collecting box in the Post Office. Alternatively please

ring or e-mai | me and | wi || note your slpp

then understandably nothing will change!
Steve Digby (Editor)



mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk

Message Board

Villages Together

The ‘Villages Together’ forthcoming programme of events is published
below. Do come and join us in Mattersey Church Hall at 1.45pm.

Tuesday 8th February - Alcohol in Perspective- Nick Tegerine

Tuesday 22nd FebruarySchool Days - Phil Wood
Tuesday 8th March -W2 Ky hQ DNERI { aMike SUmbtisrf
Tuesday 22nd March - Tales of WWI - Robert llett

Supported by: Blue Skies Community Initiative
Tel: Sue for further information on 01777-818880
or 07921-132889

If like us, you love birds and want to help them, then the Big

Garden Birdwatch is your chance to do something that really

counts. All you need is a pen, some scrap paper (or, a printout of our handy bird ID_
sheet ), and an hour to spend watching the birds in your garden on either Saturday
29, or Sunday 30 January 2011 . Then simply record the highest number of each

bird species seen in your garden, or local park (not flying over) at any one time,
and tell us what you saw. If you're not too sure what bird you've seen, try our easy
touse bird identifier , or have alook on our A-Z of birds pages. You can report your

results via our website: http//www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch

Play worker and volunteers to support our
Blue Skies Holiday Scheme.

We are seeking a paid playworker, (Level 2 or 3 qualification
desirable) and also volunteers to help run our summer holiday scheme,
which will take place every Monday (full day) and Tuesday morning
through the summer holiday from 25" July to 23" August inclusive.

This experience may be of interest to young people in Y10 and Y11 and
in further education and could form valuable experience to support
CVs and future careers.

CRB checks will be essential and will be carried out by Blue Skies
Community Initiative.

IT this sounds interesting and you would like more information, please
e-mail: suem.hughes@tiscali.co.ukr ring Sue on 818880
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Retiord Ramblers

Put a SPRING in your step with RETFORD RAMBLERS

Come out with us and see the countryside beginning to blossom.

Non members are more than welcome to come along.

We meet in the Retford Chapelgate Car Park at 09.30 for car sharing or
meet us at the start point

Sunday 13th Feb ~ West Stockwith  6miles
Sunday 27th Feb Cresswell Crags 6miles morning and/or 6 miles afternoon
Sunday 6th March  Linacre & Cordwell Valleys 10.5 miles
Sunday 13th March East Drayton 6.5 miles (optional

pub lunch)

Contact Telephone 01777- 818055 or 01777- 838763
Email: retford.ramblersl@btinternet.com

For further information contact

t . )
01777 -818055 # f
or e -mail to retford.ramblersl@btinternet.com
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plattersey & Mattersey Thorpe Fundralserg

The Christmas lunch was finally able to take place on the 17th January after
the disruption in December due to the snow. The Ladies again surpassed
themselves, working in cramped conditions, to produce a delicious roast with
all the trimmings, followed by Christmas pudding , mince pies and coffee.

It took organization of the highest order - many thanks and congratulations!
Also very nice to see a former village stalwart, Emily Campion, at the lunch.

Gaynor Digby

Mattersey Thorpe THA

Wednesday 9 February 2011
5.30pm to 7pmCommunity House,
3 Cunningham Close, Mattersey Thorpe

Activities for juniors (5 years to 11 years)
Games, crafts, & a chance to meet & make new friends

If you would like further information, please telephone
Ann Young on 816870

(Please note places are limited)

Cleaner Wanted

For Church and Church Hall. Mattersey.
2 hours Fridays or Saturdays -------- £14-00.
To commence March 2011.

Apply to Church Wardens:
Mrs. G. Foster 816062 or Mrs. A. Mills 818398

Media Release

Issue Date: 12/01/2011

Nottinghamshire

County Council

Calling all Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe young people

Local young people are being reminded of a mobile youth centre that operates
in Mattersey Thorpe most Wednesday evenings between 7pm and 9pm at the

top of the football field in Mattersey Thorpe.

The mobile centre, which is run by Nottinghamshire County Council, is open to
young people aged 11 who are in Year 7 and up to an upper age limit of 1
It costs 50p a night which includes a hot drink.

The centre carries out a variety of activities, ranging from music to outdoor
pursuits. There are guitar sessions once a fortnight. This summer local young
people have been kayaking at Kings Mill Reservoir and are intending to do a
river trip in the spring. Youth workers are trying to set up inter village friendly
football matches. Over the winter months some trips have been planned but a

final schedule is being developed.

Youth worker Andrea Oswin said: "Come along and find out what we are doing
and we wil/ explore new ideas if

happening. o

If you want to find out more

contact Andrea on 01777 712014 or email andrea.oswin@nottscc.gov.ul.

t



Crimebeat

Aomonthly look at ways to
combat crime.

With East Bassetlaw's Neighbourhood
Police Inspector. Jenny Madin

‘ﬂ'

Leave iton show 1 expectitto go
Park your cari even for just a few minutes i and you are leaving a potential present for a
thief. Because a few seconds is all the time it takes for a thief to break into your car
Tfand the only person who can make YOWr e a

If you have to leave your car by the
roadside, look for somewhere that is well lit
| ewith plenty ofdpeople Rbaut. .Remember, i o
may be broad daylight when you leave your
car, but at this time of year it could be pitch
dark by the time you return, which is just
WhaLIart]hLefylikes.

In the two weeks before Christmas, police officers
left letters on the windscreens of cars they spotted
with fAdesirableo items
weeks, more than 100 letters were left, and items
spotted included everything from sat navs to coats
and sack loads of Christmas presents.

dondt break i
And take good care of your vehicle keys.
Modern vehicles are difficult to steal without
the keys, so donodt I &
or they i and your car i could be missing
You wouldndét dream of | eawhenygunéilld®forthem.cash on
dashboard of your car and expect it to be there At home,

Thieves are opportunists.
your vehicle to have a look around.

They break in for one reason i and one reason
only i because they can see something to steal.

ut them iﬂ % drawer, not on the

when you re tur n. but i to S half'tbfe or' a'kitthen Sulface! Phigves hale ©
ple park their car and leave their sat nav on the .
dashboard ways of reaching through letter boxes and

windows to grab your keys and steal your
The message is very simple: never leave anything car.
on view that might be attractive to a thief. If you

- Finally invest in a visible deterrent such as a
do, expect it to go.

steering wheel lock. They make your vehicle
Mobile phones, credit cards, loose change, sun- even more difficult to steal.
glasses, cameras, a handbag or a sports bag are

just the kind of things a thief is looking for. These are simple precautions which every

driver can take i and if EVERY driver
followed them vehicle crime would be
oeduced drdmaticallyand run f or

If you leave valuables on view a thief will smash
the window, grab whatos
You lose your belongings and also face a hill for
the repairs to your car.

For further information on combating

crime, you can contact your Safer
Neighbourhood Team Beat Manager,
dPC iChwie Glovdr 6n®359510T4t78 ors a f e
PCSO Cath Phillips on 07525 409789

| f you know who is committing crime in

your area, you can contact Crimestop-

pers anonymously on 0800 555 111

You should also think carefully about where you
park your car. At home, put it in the garage if you
can, or at |l east on the
on the road.

When you are out and about, look for a Park Mark
approved car park. It may cost you a couple of
pounds or so, but they are well lit, covered by
CCTV and regularly patrolled.

t hi

s e

ht o

ave

t he

tl

Maths not your thing?

Come to a free very informal short course to
gain confidence and learn new skills.

This is a session for adults. 1t will be a small
group and will be at your pace. 1t will last for
5 sessions, but you don
one.

Starting Tuesday 18™ January
(also sessions on 25™Jan, 157, 8™, 15™ Feb)
from 1.30 - 3.00 at Mattersey Primary School

Free Creche available on request.

Please ring for more information or to save a
place.

Bev Fullwood: 01777 816661
Extended Services Coordinator
Mrs Patton: 01777 817265
Head Teacher

(@)



Important Information to Understand about Mains Gas Supplies

1. There are a number of gas supply companies operating in UK, the biggest of which
is British Gas. They, and all other gas suppliers, are overseen by a Government
appointed regulator who agrees the pricing structures they charge to the domestic
market. Thus, despite the often adverse publicity about mains gas pricing, their
prices are ocontrolledo6 and tend to be s
fluctuate on a daily basis, as the oil price often does, or as wildly as we recently
experienced.

2. The main gas pipeline network is owned and maintained by National Grid 6 formerly
Transco. They do not sell gas directly to domestic customers but it is this company
who must be persuaded to extend the supply grid to Mattersey & Thorpe. They
receive otransmission feesdé6 from the gaf
volume of gas transmitted the greater the incentive for them to invest in pipelines.

3. The current cost of gas from British Gas is available from their website. The
financial benefits that can be gained by switching fuel depend on the amount of oil
you use and the price you pay for it. A comparison table below indicates for differ-
ent oil prices, the minimum volume of oil used per year above which you can save
money by converting to gas. This is based on the January 2011 published British Gas
Standard Tariff. Gas costs may be reduced even further if alternative tariffs are
selected from either British Gas or ot he
approx 10% cheaper than the standard tariff used in the calculations below!

Oil Price Oil Volume (litres/year) Potential saving per year using gas
(pence/litre) | when gas is cheaper overall | (assuming oil usage of 1750 litres / yr )
40 1450 £20
45 845 £108
50 597 £195
55 461 £283
60 375 £370
65 317 £458

Obviously the annual savings will be greater for higher annual oil consumptions and
less for lower annual consumptions. 1750 litres per annum has been selected for the
calculation as a typical usage for a medium sized house.

4 . Converting to gas isndt freel Wh e n
tally, it is believed that the cost of change was approx £1000 per household. It will
probably be significantly higher now and will also require a change of central heating
boiler which will add even more cost. This can be offset by the savings you make in
using a cheaper fuel and remember these savings will accrue every year. Additionally
if an old inefficient boiler is replaced with a more efficient modern system, total
energy use & and therefore costs 6 should reduce even further. However the overall
cost of change obviously needs to be better understood than it currently is.

10
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5. The other main benefits of gas are that of reliability & constantly available supply.
No more checking of tank levels, estimating how long your supply will last, no more 3

week delivery lead times, no more wondering when to order to get the best price etc.
Additionally, there may be a benefit of increasing the saleability of your property, in
t he you
installed. Some will see these advantages as of greater benefit than the cost savings

event of needing to move on, ver

that can be made by switching fuels.

So in summary, there are significant benefits in using mains gas compared to the
wildly fluctuating (and steadily increasing) oil price. To effect change we have to
show there is wide support for change. Consequently I am asking whether people
potentially interested in changing to mains gas indicate their interest by filling in
the form below and returning it to the box in the Post Office. The purpose at
this stage is only to indicate your interest to the Parish Council and not a
commitment to incur cost or make any change ultimately.

Your cooperation & support would be much appreciated
Steve Digby.

Please detach the form and put in the collection box at Post Office

I would like to have mains gas available in the village of Mattersey and
Mattersey Thorpe and want to understand more about the costs involved
in changing to main gas supply should it become available.

Address: ......ccccoovevieceineinn,

Phone number/email: .............
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Championing
Bassetlaw

Sports Volunteering

The Championing Bassetlaw Sports Volunteering scheme has been set up to help
you and give you the necessary skills to volunteer in sport.

The scheme includes the following:

= Sports Leaders UK: Day Certificate in Sports Leadership
Emergency First Aid Training

Safeguarding & Protecting Children Workshop

Equity in your Coaching

Disability Awareness in Sport

Personal Development File.

Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure and Self Disclosure.
Help finding a volunteering opportunity in Bassetlaw.

Help in building a CV.

The scheme offers all of this free of charge.
Timetable of activities
Please see below for a timetable of activities that you will be expected to attend, please

note that the courses will be delivered in various sites across Retford and Worksop,
please contact us for more information:

Date Time Workshop / Activity

Thursday 10* March 2011 6pm-9pm_ | Induction evening

Thursday 17* March 2011 6pm-9pm | Emergency First Aid Training

Thursday 24*% March 2011 6pm-9pm_ | Coaching Disabled People in Sport
Thursday 31* March 2011 6pm-9pm_ | Event Management Workshop

Thursday 7" April 2011 6pm-9pm_ | Equity in your Coaching

Thursday 14™ April 2011 6pm-9pm | Safeguarding & Protecting Children
Thursday 5" May 2011 6pm-9pm | Sports Leaders UK Day Certificate (part 1)
Thursday 12* May 2011 Bpm-9pm | Sports Leaders UK Day Certificate (part 2)
Thursday 19* May 2011 6pm-9pm_ | Meet the clubs / events

Thursday 7" July 2011 Bpm-9pm | Evaluation evening & CV building Workshop

By applying to the scheme you are confirming that as a result of receiving the free
training and qualifications, you will give back a minimum of 10 hours volunteering in
the sports sector within the District of Bassetlaw.

Deadline for applications: Thursday 17 February 2011.
PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR FOR APPLICATION FORMS
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Snowdrops at Babworth All Saints and Hodsock Priory

Babworth Parish Church, All Saints, is quintes-
sentially English and is surrounded by
greenery. The church is around 900 years old.
It is a small structure with a tower steeple
with three old bells, (to which were added
three newly cast bells in the late 1950's) and
a clock, a nave, chancel and a porch. Most of
the building dates from the 15th century, with
several 18th century memorials and 19th
century stained glass by Kempe. The chancel
and sanctuary contain furniture by Robert
(Mousey) Thompson, featuring his trademark
mouse carvings. In early spring the church is
surrounded by a spectacular display of snow-
drops, which the public is free to visit.

HODSOCK SNOWDROPS
Open 5th February -6 March, 10am _ -4pm

As well as snowdrops there are winter aconites, green -tinged
hellebores (Christmas roses) and the yellow and mauves of early
crocuses, growing in the winter woodlands. You can telephone 01909
591 204 in advance to check conditions and, for up to date information

or queries, you can email info@snowdrops.co.uk

Admission Charges . Adults £5.00, Children 6  -16 years £1

Rambling Rose

13
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MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL

www.matterseypc.co.uk

Chairman: Mr. G. Brown, Vice Chairman: Mr. T.J. Roberts
Councillors: Mr. P. Barrett, Mr G Chambers, Mrs. L. Hunt, Mr R Kendall
Mrs. P. Light, Mrs. L.B.Saint,

Contact Details: Mrs. Adele Haddon, Clerk to Mattersey Parish Council,
Caudle Meadows, Wigthorpe Lane, Wigthorpe, Worksop. Notts S81 8BU
Tel: 01909 731565 email: clerk@matterseypc.co.uk

Meetings are held 1°' Wednesday of each month (except August)

Gas Supply

An approach has been made to the Parish Council from a resident
requesting investigation into the costs of installing a gas supply to the
villages. Enquiries are being made and we will keep you informed. Some
villages in other areas have formed groups in order to be able to bulk buy
central heating oil and this has resulted in savings. It may be an idea to
form one in this area and any feedback on this suggestion would be wel-
come.

Gritting

The Parish Council are continuing to press the County Council for im-
provements to the gritting routes and are investigating the possibility of
alternative arrangements which it might be able to undertake. There are a
number of obstacles to consider not least being liability insurance. The
Nottinghamshire County Council website does contain forms on which
residents can make comments and suggestions and it is hoped that these
would support the Parish Council’s attempts to have Thorpe Road in-
cluded in the gritting route. If you have access details can be found on
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk.

Queens Diamond Jubilee

2012 sees the celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the Parish
Council would be pleased to hear if residents would like to celebrate this
event within the villages. Any suggestions should be sent to the Parish
Clerk for further consideration.

Annual Budget

At the last meeting the Parish Council discussed its annual budget and
approved details. As a result there will be no increase in the precept for
Mattersey for the forthcoming year.

Reporting of incidents

The Police have been encouraged by the number of people who are re-
porting incidents within the villages. There have been some successes
from these reports and the Police will be keeping you up to date about
these. It is important that the Police are contacted at the time the inci-
dents occur or as soon after as possible rather than waiting until the
PCSO comes into the village. All reports are logged and help to build up
a picture of which areas may need more frequent attention.

14

Reference the picture of Thorpe House on the cover of this Issue.

The picture on the cover is an old picture of Thorpe House at Gilbert's
Corner so called because the Gilbert family lived for many years in Thorpe
House. Not very good 1 know but that's the way it is with old pictures. It
has been taken from Broomfield Lane and as you can see it is before metal
roads and pavements. Underneath is the current view of the same property.
Tom Bradley
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Candlemas—February 2nd

Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification
of Mary, 40 days after the birth of her son
Jesus. This day also marks the ritual presentation
of the baby Jesus to God in the Temple at Jeru-
salem. The festival is called Candlemas because
this was the day that all the Church's candles for
the year were blessed. On Candlemas night, many
people place lit candles in their windows at home.

Like some other Christian festivals, Candlemas draws some of its elements
from Paganism. In pre-Christian times, it was the festival of light. This
ancient festival marked the mid- point of winter, half way between the
winter solstice (shortest day) and the spring equinox.

Some people lit candles to scare away evil spirits on the dark winter nights.
People believed that Candlemas predicted the weather for the rest of the
winter. It is said to be the day the hedgehog leaves its winter hibernation
to look at the weather.

14™ February - Saint Valentine's Day

There are varying opinions as to the origin of Valentine's Day. Some experts
state that it originated from St. Valentine, a Roman who was martyred for
refusing to give up Christianity. He died on February 14, 269 A.D., the same
day that had been devoted to love lotteries. Legend also says that St.
Valentine left a farewell note for the jailer's daughter, who had become his
friend, and signed it "From Your Valentine".

16

Other aspects of the story say that Saint
Valentine served as a priest at the temple during
the reign of Emperor Claudius. Claudius then had
Valentine jailed for defying him. In 496 A.D. Pope
Gelasius set aside February 14 to honour

St. Valentine.

Gradually, February 14 became the date for exchanging love messages and
St. Valentine became the patron saint of lovers. The date was marked by
sending poems and simple gifts such as flowers.

oContrary to general opinion, Februdg
when the weather is not exceptionally severe, affords a favourable
opportunity for pushing on outdoor W
(The Garden Oracle, 1896)

It Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another flight;

I on Candlemas Day it be shower and rain,
Winter is gone and will not come again

Rambling Rose
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Ingredients (to serve 1)

For the mango salsa For the fishcakes
%> mango peeled and cut into cubes 1 tbsp olive oil
Y2 tbsp dried chilli flakes 100g/3"20z hot-smoked salmon

1 tbsp soy sauce 50g/1%0z white breadcrumbs

1 tbsp honey 50g/1%:0z sweetcorn from a tin
1 tbsp olive oil 1 tsp fresh coriander, chopped
1 lime, juice only 1 tbsp chives, chopped

3 tbsp fresh coriander, chopped 1 lime, zest only

salt and freshly ground black pepper 1 egg

salt and freshly ground black pepper

Preparation

1. To make the mango salsa, place all the salsa ingredients into a large bowl and mix
well. Season to taste, with salt and freshly ground black pepper and transfer to a small
bowl, to serve.

2. To make the fishcakes, heat the olive oil in a medium frying pan over a medium heat.
3. Place all of the remaining fishcake ingredients into a food processor and blend to-
gether.

4. Spoon three large rounds of hot-smoked salmon mixture into the pan and fry for two
minutes on each side, until golden and cooked through.

5. To serve, place the fish cakes on a warm plate with the bowl of salsa beside.

The Parish Priest writes

Dear Friends

This year marks the 400™ anniversary of the publication of the King James,
also later known as the Authorized Version, of the Bible and this anniversary
will be marked in various ways across the country in coming months. The
poetry and beauty of the language of the Authorized Version of the Bible
appeal across the religious divide. The values set out in the pages of the Bible
are part of the very fabric of our nation and lie at the heart of our constitution,
even in an increasingly secular age. Looking at England from across the
English Channel, the French writer Victor Hugo wrote: ‘England has two books,
one which she has made and one which has made her: Shakespeare and the
Bible'.

Sadly, in recent years, there has been a falling off in reading the Bible and
consequently there is an increasing lack of biblical knowledge among the
people of our nation. This is a tragedy. As our Queen has said: To what
greater inspiration and counsel can we turn than to the imperishable truth to be
found in this treasure house, the Bible?' May 2011 be a year in which we take
the opportunity to open the pages of our Bibles and so find the treasures within.
Jean Jacques Rousseau said: | must confess to you that the majesty of the
Scriptures astonishes me, the holiness of the evangelists speaks to my heart
and has such striking characters of truth, and is, moreover, so perfectly inimita-
ble, that if it had been the invention of men, the inventors would be greater than
the greatest heroes’.

| do hope that this year you will find some time to look at the Bible, whether the
Authorized Version or a more modern version. As you do so, | hope that the
words of the Psalmist may be true for you:

'"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’
(Psalm 119 verse 105).

Yours in Christ
Jonathan

Contact details for our parish priest:

For all queries about weddings, baptisms, funerals or other pastoral needs
please contact: the Reverend Jonathan Smithurst, The Rectory, Abbey Road,
Mattersey, Doncaster, DN10 5DX. Telephone 01777-817364.

His day off is Friday.
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