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From the Church Registers 

  
Funeral 

 

       21st June 2011              Harriet Irene (Rene) Law   (91) 

YOUR CHURCH IS OPEN 

The Parish Church is open on a daily basis, normally from sunrise to sunset.   
The building can be an oasis of peace in a busy world. Please feel welcome to 
make use of your church for prayer during these periods. Please also feel free 
to contact me on 01777-817364 if there are any  concerns that you would like 
to discuss or pray about.                  
      Jonathan Smithurst,  Priest-in-Charge 
  

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

    

   

    

Sun 3 July 9.30am Pets Service 

Sun 10 July 9.30am Holy Communion 

Wed 13 July 9.30am mid-month Holy Communion in  

Gringley Church 

Sun 17 July 9.30am Morning Prayer 

Sun 24 July 9.30am Morning Worship 

Sun 31 July 10.00am Holy Communion in Clayworth Church 

- united service for all 4 parishes 
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Why is this weather station special?  
Turn to page 8 for the answer 



 

 

Some useful telephone numbers: 
 

Commercial Services: 
Animal Hotel: Margaret A-Jones  01777-817379, www.animalhotelmattersey.co.uk 
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527 
Boiler / Central Heating Service: Alex Perry 07846-708730, www.heatech-ltd.com   
Challenge Carpet Cleaning:  Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941                       
Dance Tuition-Ballroom/Latin/Rumba/Salsa: B. Mascareno 07989-346391 (Bawtry)  
Electrician: David Foreman 01777-817506 & 07971-513286 
Gardening Services: H.D Brantons 01302-532732 & 07732-421422  
Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth  01777-817639 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Robert Wasteney 01777-710000 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint  01777-249331 & 07962-232491  
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki  07740-282927 
Painter & Decorator: William Boulby  07974-208692 & 01777-705327                
Painter & Decorator: Tony Rosser  07849-770865 & 01302-867588 
Plumber (Plumbright): James  01777-701668 & 07940-159459 
Priory Garage: 01777-816606 
Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492 
Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services - John Robertson 07884-078273                  

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis 01777-817983 

Please email or phone the Editor if you would like to advertise your services      

available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe  

Community Services: 
Alcohol Advice Service: 01777-272244 
Bassetlaw DC Councillor: Michael Gray 01777-700318   
Beavers: Nathan Fisher 01777-817563 
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130 
Crimestoppers: 0800-555111 
Mattersey Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs Sharon Patton 01777-817265 
Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 01777-817364 
Police: Community Policeman - PC Chris Glover  07595-074176 
             PCSO Catherine Phillips 07525-409789 
Notts Police—All non emergencies: 0300-300-9999 

 

Credits: 
Grateful thanks to all our sponsors for the printing paper, The Bible College for 
printing the magazine, and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine. 
 

Contacts: 
If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk publication please 
contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk  or phone on 01777-816694 or send hard 
copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey  
 

Deadline: 24th of Month 
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Editorial July 2011 

Start Saving For Christmas Now ! 

As many of you will be aware I have been trying to encourage people to consider       

converting their heating systems to mains natural gas. This was following the very 

cold December in 2010, with enormous price hikes and limited availability of domestic 

kerosene fuel over this period.  

Thirty Eight (38) people and organisations gave support in Mattersey and Mattersey 

Thorpe to find out more about the costs of achieving this aim to get gas installed. 

The total kerosene equivalent purchased by these residents is in excess of 140,000 

litres. Several possible pipeline suppliers were contacted and while National Grid 

were prohibitively expensive, a supplier with more reasonable costing was found in 

East Surrey Pipelines 

However, given the costs quoted were of the order of £1million, this could only be 

affordable if there was take up by at least 300 households/organisations which 

would necessarily involve a significant acceptance from Everton householders. Also 

acceptance by A1 Housing, who manage many tenanted properties in the village,  

would have given a very helpful boost to overall numbers. 

Everton Council, I am led to believe, ran a simple Yes/No question in their local paper 

HEDS Together. Disappointingly the total response to this question was that only 1 

household was apparently interested. That is an odd result from a village with more 

owner/occupiers than Mattersey and more resembles the Opposition Party votes in a 

Middle East General Election. However, together with A1 Housing also deciding their 

future heating requirements should utilise Air Sourced Heat Pumps, this means    

Mattersey and Thorpe residents are left high and dry with an uneconomic proposal. 

What does this mean for the future? Well some may follow the Heat Pumps or Solar 

Energy route—for which many companies are now touting for business. For the rest 

of us, news that Gas prices are going up by approximate 20% doesn‘t bode well for 

the domestic heating oil market, which is always more highly priced than mains gas. 

One fears 60-80p/litre may become the norm, not the cold weather exception price. 

We can only hope the reported government review of the heating oil market due to 

report during 2011 brings some control to this currently totally unregulated market.  

I would like to thank the 38 residents who showed interest in looking to change and 

if there is ever a chance to resurrect the project I will make contact with you in the 

first instance.    

Lets hope the ―Eating or Heating‖ choice doesn‘t become an issue in our village this 

winter. 

 

Steve Digby (Editor) 

mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk
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Annual Cancer Research  

Collection in Mattersey 
 

I have been doing this house to house collection for a number of years 

now.  The Official Organiser, Ray Pearson from Retford has decided to 'call 

it a day' due to family commitments.  I would like to thank him for all his 

tireless efforts in aid of such a good cause & thanks too to all those villagers 

who gave so generously at the doorstep.  Most of us now will still be able to 

support the charity through the local shop in Retford.              
 

Liz Clark 
 

 

I would sincerely like to thank Tony, from Mattersey Thorpe for his kind 

efforts in helping to deliver the invites for the Royal Wedding celebrations 

at the White Swan in April. Many apologies for not including your name in the 

article in the last edition and hopefully this belated message makes good any 

concerns you have.     

Regards 

Helen Woodhead.  
 

 

Christian Aid Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the  

Christian Aid appeal 2011.  

The total collected from Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe was £151.27    

(an increase on 2010) and the total for the 4 parishes was £1076.67. 
  

Lyndis Rowley 
 

Misterton Group Practice  
Misterton Group Practice now have a patient participation group.  

We would like to hear the views of any patients in the Mattersey, Clayworth,            

Gringley & Everton Areas.  

Your patient representative is Veronica Norrby on 01777-817666. 

Message Board 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Friday 29th July at 7.30 pm  

at The White Swan — Drakeholes 
 

Martini on Arrival 

3 Course Meal 
 

Entertainment by Tony Casino                 

(Songs from the Swing Era) 
 

Tickets £24.95 available from the White Swan 

tel: 01777-817206 for tickets / bookings 
 

Casino Takings for ―Help for Heroes‖ Charity 
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Doggy Diaries   -   A Cautionary Tale 

Hello!  My name is Hollie and I‘m a bit nervous because this is the first time 

my diary has been published in Idle Talk.  My partner in mischief, Harry, has 

told you of lots of his adventures already. Anyway, something really horrible 

happened to me last week so let me tell you about it. 

Harry and I were out with Daddy for our daily walk around the village lanes.  

We were walking along Broomfield Lane, opposite the Everton windmill, 

where Harry and I made our usual dash for the hedgerows. We had a jolly 

good time being busy little terriers, sniffing strange smells and following all 

the different scents.  What I didn‘t know was that on the track, approaching 

us from behind, was a man with a big stick and an even bigger dog. If I‘d 

known they were there I‘d have stayed hidden but I didn‘t so out I ran - and 

the big dog grabbed me even though on his lead!  He bit into my back so hard 

that I shrieked and screamed for him to stop.  I had done nothing to       

deserve this, it was so unfair, it hurt so much and I was frightened for my 

very life. 

My Daddy spoke to the man who wasn‘t very nice.  He said it was my fault for 

not being on the lead. He then took me home to bathe my wounds but we had 

to go to the doggy doctor next day because it didn‘t look very nice.  The 

doggy doctor gave me some medicine to stop it hurting and help heal the 

wound on my back. My Mummy has been looking after me very well but today 

it started hurting again and I had to go back to the doggy doctor for more 

medicine.  If this medicine doesn‘t work, they say I‘m going to have to have 

an operation.  I don‘t know what that is but I don‘t think it will be much fun. 

If only that big dog had worn a muzzle none of this would have happened and 

I would still be a happy little terrier. And if the man knew his big dog bit 

other dogs then he is to blame as he should always have a muzzle on his dog.  

The moral of this story is, if you are a little doggy tell your Mummy and 

Daddy not to go near the old man with the big stick 

and the big German Shepherd dog who walk down 

Broomfield Lane in the afternoons.  If you do see 

them, little doggies, hide quickly !  I wouldn‘t want 

any other little doggy - or  little person - to have 

such a terrible experience as I did.                     

Hollie J. Russell. 

6 

 

  

7 

The ‘Villages Together’ forthcoming programme of events is published   
below.  Do come and join us in Mattersey Church Hall at 1.45pm.  

 

     Tuesday 12th July        -  Early Colour Photography—Sam Glasswell 

    Tuesday 26th July        - Visit to Old Hall, Gainsborough 

 

Congratulations to Ethel Dawson’s team who won the quiz on 14th June 
 

All are welcome to ‘Villages Together’ meetings which we hold every other 

Tuesday and if you have friends in other villages, please bring them along. 

See ‗Idle Talk‘ for the programme or call Sue on 01777 818880 for further 

information. 

Villages Together is supported by  Blue Skies Community 

Initiative Tel: Sue for further information on 01777-818880 

or 07921-132889 

 
   

 

TRA outing for the over 60‘s of Mattersey Thorpe 

and Mattersey to Harewood House and Gardens  

on Thursday 21st July 

Cost is £3 per person under 60‘s / £11 Non residents                                                      
(Part paid with a grant from Sir Stuart & Lady Goodwin Trust)  

 

To Book a seat contact Ethel Dawson 01777-817528 
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Q.      WhY is this WEATHER STATION     

sPECIAL ? 
 

A. Because It Is Mattersey’s very 

own , ONLINE , REALTIME                                  

Weather station !! 
 

Mattersey‘s very own weather station has been operational for about            

3 months now. It takes a series of weather measurements every few minutes 

and reports the results to a central data base which is then displayed   

graphically and in tabular form and can be viewed either on a daily, weekly, 

monthly or annual basis.  The data collected includes maximum / minimum 

temperatures, average wind speed and direction, maximum wind gust speed, 

Barometric   pressure, humidity and rainfall. 

The web site Wunderground displays the results from many stations around 

the globe. Mattersey is one of three stations in the Doncaster Area shown.  

It can be accessed by Googling: Wunderground UK and selecting ISYORKSD2 

in the search box.    Alternatively follow the link: 

http://www.wunderground.com/weatherstation/WXDailyHistory.asp?ID=ISYORKSD2  
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The big butterfly count is a nationwide survey aimed at helping to assess the health 

of our environment. It was launched in 2010 and an impressive 10,000 people took 

part, counting 210,000 butterflies and day-flying moths across the nation. We hope 

that many more people will join this year's big butterfly count (16th-31st July). 

Why count butterflies? 

Butterflies react very quickly to change in their environment which makes them   

excellent biodiversity indicators. Butterfly declines are an early warning for other 

wildlife losses. 

That‘s why counting butterflies can be described as taking the pulse of nature. The 

count will also identify trends in species that will help us plan how to protect butter-

flies from extinction as well as understand the effect of climate change on wildlife. 

How to take part: 

Simply count butterflies for 15 minutes during bright (preferably sunny) weather 

from 16th to 31st July 2011.  Records are welcome from anywhere: from parks, school 

grounds and gardens, to fields & forests. 

If you are counting from a fixed position in your garden, count the maximum number 

of each species that you can see at a single time. For example, if you see three Red 

Admirals together on a buddleia bush then record it as 3, but if you only see one at a 

time then record it as 1 (even if you saw one on several occasions) – this is so that 

you don‘t count the same butterfly more than once . If you are doing your count on a 

walk, then simply total up the number of each butterfly species that you see during 

the 15 minutes. 

You can submit separate records for different dates, and for different places 

that you visit. Remember that your count is useful even if you do not see any      

butterflies or moths. You can only send in your sightings online at 

www.bigbutterflycount.org. Unfortunately, we cannot accept any counts sent in on 

paper or by email, text or phone. Anyone can take part, young or old, but if you are 

under 16 you‘ll need a parent or guardian to assist when you submit your count online. 

The website will be open to receive records throughout July and August.                                                   

IN 2010 3 REPORTS WERE SUBMITTED FROM MATTERSEY           

—  LET’S BEAT THAT FIGURE IN 2011  

D.o’G. Walker 

2011
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SUMMER THEATRE SEASON 
 

Cambridge Touring Theatre presents ‘Wind in the Willows’ 

On Sunday 17th July 2011 
 

12.30pm Gates open – Bring a picnic  

Licensed Bar Open & Refreshments on sale 
 

3.00pm Show starts on the lawn outdoors.  

Bring your own low backed seating or blankets. Wear warm clothes. 

The show goes ahead whatever the weather. No refunds. 
 

A selection of workshops for under 12’s available before the         

performance from 1.30pm – limited to 50 places - £2.50 per child. 
 

Tickets £12.50 Adults £9.00 Children & Concessions (OAPs, Students) 

Bookings and Enquiries: Tel: Lindsay Jones on 07790 020 242         

Email: events@hodsockpriory.com  

Web: www.hodsockpriory.com 

http://www.cambridgetouringtheatre.co.uk/ 

Cambridge Touring Theatre take a merry 

romp through the world of the river bank with 

their wonderful adaptation of ‗Wind in the 

Willows‘. Toad is boastful and proud and   

obsessed with motorcars. It is the job of 

Ratty, Moley and Badger to keep him under 

control. Poop, poop! Along the way, they learn 

important lessons about what it is to have 

friends and to be a friend. This production 

lasts two hours with a twenty minute interval 

and is suitable for the whole family. 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
mailto:events@hodsockpriory.com
http://www.hodsockpriory.com
http://www.cambridgetouringtheatre.co.uk/
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MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.matterseypc.co.uk    

 

Chairman: Mr. G. Brown,  Vice Chairman: Mr. T.J. Roberts 
Councillors:  Mr. P. Barrett, Mr G Chambers, Mrs. L. Hunt, Mr R Kendall  
Mrs. L.B.Saint, 
 

Contact Details: Mrs. Adele Haddon, Clerk to Mattersey Parish Council,  
Caudle Meadows, Wigthorpe Lane, Wigthorpe, Worksop. Notts S81 8BU  
Tel: 01909 731565                                     email: clerk@matterseypc.co.uk 

 

Meetings are held 1st Wednesday of each month (except August)            
in the Church Hall commencing at 7.30pm  

Village Spring Clean 
Thank you to all those who joined in the Village Spring Clean this year.  It seems 
to have united a wide spectrum of the community from young children to those 
who have seen a good number of years.  Comment has been made that there 
seemed to be less litter than in past years and this may have been influenced by 
the fact that both villages have benefited from looking neater as a result of the 
excellent job being done by the grass cutting contractors.  The Parish Council 
took over the organising of the grass cutting from the County Council a couple of 
years ago. 
 
Street Light Saving Initiative 
The Notts County Council consultation regarding reducing the hours that the 
street lights are switched on has resulted in a resounding acceptance from local 
residents.  Some of your comments include – being able to enjoy the stars and 
saving the world’s resources.  There have been objections though, pointing to the 
possibility of an increase in road accidents and burglaries.  The experiment looks 
to be going ahead and further details can be found on the Notts County Council 
website. 
 
War Memorial 
A plaque commemorating those within the Mattersey area who gave their lives for 
their country has recently been rediscovered.  It is very similar to the one which 
already exists within the church with just a couple of slight differences.  It has 
been suggested that it should be displayed somewhere locally and perhaps 
somewhere accessible to all at any time.  The Parish Council would be interested 
to hear residents views – should it be used and if so at what location.  The        
cemetery has been one suggestion but should it be within it, just outside, within 
the grave stones or separate.  Please do let the clerk have your views. 
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Internal Audit 
The Parish Council accounts have now gone through their internal audit and, in 
line with the legal requirement, these can be inspected at a mutually convenient 
time with the Clerk.  The papers will now be forwarded to the official external 
auditor for further scrutiny. 
 

Speeding on Broomfield Lane 
Concern has been expressed about cars speeding down Broomfield Lane.  This 
is still within the 30mph area.  There are a number of children who cycle and 
skate board down adjacent roads and come out onto the lane quite quickly.         
If you drive on Broomfield Lane please take care and keep your speed down.     
At 30mph a child may survive an accident at higher speed they may not! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Car Boot Sale and BBQ 

 

Where? Mattersey Primary School 

 

When? Saturday 9th July 

 

Time: 11:00am — 2:00pm 

 

Cost: £5 per car 
 

 

Please contact school on 01777 817265 if you want to book a 

space.  Payment to be made in advance, all proceeds to go to 

school funds. 
 

http://www.matterseypc.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@matterseypc.co.uk


 

 

Recent Telephone Cable Thefts eg opposite Eelpool Lane 

Don’t miss out on Bassetlaw’s biggest youth event—TEENFEST 
Young people from across Bassetlaw are being encouraged to attend the district‘s 

biggest youth festival on Saturday 23 July.  Teenfest is an annual event held at 

the Retford’s Kings Park and is a mix of music and activities for all the family, 

with 500 young people and their families attending last year.  

Young people will be able to try their hand at a variety of music and art workshops 

whilst listening to live music performed by local young bands.  Sporting activities 

include a climbing wall and a skateboard competition, and there will be a perform-

ance by the winner of Bassetlaw‘s Got Talent, a competition organised by local   

voluntary group Young Potential.  

Nottinghamshire County Council‘s Youth Service organises the free event, which 

runs from 12pm to 7pm and forms part of a series of youth activities across the 

county during the summer period known as the 4Uth festival.  
 

For further information please contact Peter Saunders, Communications and 

Marketing, on 0115 977 3379  
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Ingredients (to serve 4)                                                                

 

Salad                                            Dressing 

1 lb cooked chicken.                                          1 ½ tbspns  salad oil.  

1 ¼ pint drained pineapple pieces.                      1 tbspn cream.  

1 large dessert apple, diced but not peeled.      2 tbspns pineapple juice. 

4 teaspoons finely chopped mint.                       1 tbspn lemon juice. 

1 crisp lettuce.                                                   1 ¼ teaspoons salt.  

                                                                          Finely grated rind of 1 lemon. 
 
 

Preparation method 

1. Blend the dressing ingredients thoroughly. 

2. Add the chicken, cut into bite-sized pieces, the drained pineapple and 

the diced apple. 

3. Mix well and leave for at least 1 hour for the flavours to blend. 

4. Stir in the chopped mint just before serving. 

5. Serve the salad in individual lettuce leaves with crusty rolls & butter. 
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Home or abroad, where ever you are going 
for your summer break, I hope you have a 
really great time, but even the best holiday 
experience will be ruined if you return to 
find your home has been burgled. 
And burglars are very good at spotting the 
signs that a house is empty 
So to make sure your house stays safe 
while you are away here are some things 
you should do before heading off to the 
sun. 

 Before you leave home, make       
absolutely sure you have locked ALL the 
doors and windows. Set the intruder alarm 
if you have one and don’t leave any      
valuables on windowsills where they can be 
easily stolen if the window is broken. 

 If you have a relative or a trusted  

friend living nearby, leave them a key and 
ask them to check your property regularly 
and move any accumulations of mail. If 
possible get them to draw the curtains each 
evening and open them again the following 
morning. This creates the impression that 
there is someone at home. Use time 
switches to turn lights on and off around 
the house at times when they would usually 
be on. Don’t just leave a hall or landing 
light on because nobody sits in the hall 
watching television. 

 Always ensure that you cancel  

deliveries like milk and newspapers, and do 
this discreetly.   

 

 
  

 

 

You don’t want everyone in the shop 
to know you are going away because 
you never know who is listening. 

 Don’t make arrangements to  
have goods delivered while you are 
away. 

 When you are preparing to  

leave home, try to load the luggage 
into the car while it is still in the      
garage if that is possible. If you   
cannot, load the car quietly and   
discreetly – because you never know 
who may be watching. 

 Make sure you lock the garden  
shed and any other outbuildings. And 
don’t leave ladders and tools that 
might be useful to a burglar lying 
around outside. 

 Finally if you are not taking  
the car with you, make sure it is 
locked. Leave it in the garage if       
possible and make sure the keys are 
stored out of sight in your house, in a 
safe if possible. Modern cars are    
difficult to steal without the keys, but 
once a thief has the keys he also has 
your car. 
These are simple, common sense 
precautions that only take a few   
minutes, but those few moments will 
help to ensure that you have a     
holiday to remember for all the 
RIGHT reasons 

Crimebeat 
A monthly look at ways to  Combat Crime 

With East Bassetlaw’s Neighbourhood 

Policing Inspector, Jenny Madin 

Make it a holiday to remember – for the RIGHT reasons 
It’s summer, and many of you will be thinking about your annual summer 
holiday, but remember – thieves NEVER take a holiday. 

For more information on combating crime, you can contact your  Safer Neighbourhood 

Team Beat Manager, PC Chris Glover on 07595 074176 or PCSO Cath Phillips on     
07525 409789 or contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 
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Bug Afternoon at Idle Valley   Saturday 2nd July 2011 
1pm to 4pm and evening moth watch from 9.30pm onwards.  Free of charge, 
Booking is required.   Contact: Rural Learning Centre 01777 713 945 
 

How to Create a Wildlife-Friendly Garden Tuesday 12th July  
10.30am - 2.30pm. Booking required. Please bring sturdy footwear and a 
packed lunch. Contact: Beccy Lees 01777 713 944, rlees@nottswt.co.uk  
 

Idle Valley Health Walk  Tuesday 12th July 2011 
A brisk hour-long walk around the beautiful Idle Valley Reserve. A great way 
to keep fit in the fresh air! Meet 11am at the Learning Centre. No dogs please. 
Participation is free and there is no need to book. 
Contact: Rural Learning Centre 01777 713 945 
 

Idle Valley: Walk the Reserve  Saturday 30th July 2011 
Join us for a relaxed long summer walk ï a chance to take in the whole of this 
beautiful reserve, walking from one end of the site to the other. Walk will take 
between 4 ï 5 hours. Please bring a packed lunch. 10am ï 4pm.  £3 per per-
son. Booking essential.  Contact: Rural Learning Centre  

 

Things you didn‘t know—you didn‘t know 
Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great leader from history:  

 

Spades - King David                          Hearts - Charlemagne  

Clubs - Alexander, the Great              Diamonds - Julius Caesar  

------------  
111,111,111   x   111,111,111  = 12,345,678,987, 654,321  

------------  
Q..If you were to spell out numbers, how far would you have to go until you  

would find the letter  'A'?  

A..  One Thousand                                            
Maureen McDermott

         

July Events at Idle  

Valley Learning Centre  

mailto:rlees@nottswt.co.uk
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Rambling Rose 

 

 
 

Dog Days 
"Dog Days" are the hottest, most sultry days of 

summer. In the northern hemisphere, they usually 

fall between early July and early September.      

The Romans referred to the dog days as ―diēs    

caniculārēs‖ and associated the hot weather with 

the star Sirius. They considered Sirius to be the 

"Dog Star" because it  is the brightest star in the 

constellation Canis Major (Large Dog). 

 

July 15 – Saint Swithun’s Day 

Saint Swithun (or Swithin) was an Anglo-Saxon bishop of Winchester and 

subsequently patron saint of Winchester Cathedral. His historical importance 

as bishop is overshadowed by his reputation for posthumous miracle-working. 

After his death his remains were moved on this day in 971 AD from their 

original humble resting place to Winchester Cathedral. According to legend, 

the saint resented being disturbed so much so, that he began to weep, caus-

ing heavy rain to fall for the next forty days. A light shower on St Swithun‘s 

Day was also said to be the Saint christening the apples and, in many rural 

areas, no-one would eat an apple until after this day. 

 

 

 

 

The name of Swithun is best-known today for a British 

weather lore proverb, which says that if it rains on Saint 

Swithun's day, 15 July, it will rain for 40 days 

 

St Swithun's day if thou dost rain 

For forty days it will remain 

St Swithun's day if thou be fair 

For forty days 'twill rain nae mare 
  

  

Home Fixtures in July 2011 

Pensioners League:                                                                                            

12th July   v  Owston Ferry ―A‖ 

Friendlies:                                                                                              

Sunday 3rd July v Dunsville @ 2.30pm,   Thurs 21st July v Blyth @ 6.30pm,                       

Wednesday 27th July v Laughterton @ 6.30pm                                                                

Club member‘s roll up take place on Monday and Friday afternoons from     

2-4pm and Friday evening from 6-8pm. We are looking for new members 

who play bowls or would like to try playing bowls (bowls can be supplied) for 

the summer of 2011.  

Prospective bowlers will be welcome at any club roll up. 

For more information contact Robin Jacques on 01777-817519 

 

 
 

                                    May sees the start of our Evening Strolls in and 

around the local area, why not come along and then enjoy a drink at the vil-

lage pub. 

Our full programme including the details of all our longer Sunday Morning 

walks can be viewed at www.nottsarearamblers.co.uk.    

Hope to meet you soon.  
 

Wednesday 4th May    Retford Area         @ 10am     5 miles 

Tuesday    24th May    Sturton le Steeple @ 6.30pm  4 miles                

 

For further information contact 01777-818055   
or 01777-838763  

or e-mail to reford.ramblers1@btinternet.com   
 

Sally Fraser — Chairman — Retford Ramblers Group 
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July 18th               Bess of Hardwick   (Up close and personal!)                             

August 15th          Outing to Hardwick Hall  

September 19th   Wine Tasting   (A must for everyone)  
 

We are not ageist, we are friendly. Come and join us on the 3rd Monday 
of each month at 7-30pm in the Village Hall.      

For more information ring:    
Rosa Wright - 01777 816073  or Ann Hickman - 01777 818993 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://stbc.biz/images/Bowler3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stbc.biz/&usg=__7YKKfW-9o1x-JbfNlOquWbd3Fds=&h=94&w=113&sz=4&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&tbnid=bizWINOwpg7MsM:&tbnh=72&tbnw=86&ei=HeyDTYWGGIaBhQfB2sWwBA&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcrow
http://www.nottsarearamblers.co.uk
http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dretford.ramblers1%40btinternet.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2fcid-2246d353cef14d45.profile.live.com%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3d2ce9d4d3-b980-41a7-b112-0b1a070ca862%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fco103w.col103.mail.l


 

 

 

Book early for Blue Skies Holiday activities on Mondays and Tuesdays  

throughout the summer holidays.  (we can’t accept children who have not 

been booked – sorry!)  

Leaflets have been circulated to families through school and booking 

forms can be obtained from our play leader Jenny Tomlinson    

 

tel: 01302  710007 or e-mail:  jennyboo00@hotmail.com 

Copies available in the Post Office 

Session 
NB/ Children on FSM only pay  

£2 full days £1 half days 

Age Cost Transport: 
 

25/7 Underworld Safari  - Idle Valley Rural 

Learning Centre 10a.m.-3.30 p.m. 

6+ £15 Provided 

26/7 Family storytelling  - 09.30 – 12   

Hallcroft Infant School     (book through 
Surestart Centre 01777 712950) 

all ages £1 adult, 
50p child 

N/A 

1/8  Nature crafts and orienteering  -  

Austerfield Study Centre 10a.m.  – 3 p.m. 

6+ £15 Provided 

2/8  Sports fun and games  -  

N. Wheatley Village Hall 10a.m.—12,30 

4+ £5 N/A 

8/8  Multicultural jewellery and textiles  - 

Idle Valley Rural Learning Centre 10am-3pm 

6+ £15 Provided 
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9/8  Sci-fi monster fun -  

Carr Hill Primary School 1p.m. -3.30 p.m. 

5+ £5 N/A 

15/8  Robot engineering workshop -   

Elizabethan High School 10-3 p.m. 

8+ £15 Provided 

16/8  Robot Wars -   

Elizabethan High School 10a.m. -12.30 

5 - 11 £5 N/A 

22/8  Drama day -  

Sturton le Steeple Village Hall 10a.m. -3p.m 

7 - 14 £15 Provided 

23/8  End of Summer carnival party -  

Everton Village Hall 10 – 12.30 

4+ £5 N/A 

On Mondays  

  We transport children from the villages to the venues and a transport 

timetable will be published nearer the time. A great opportunity to do 

interesting things, have fun and meet new friends. 

Also: Don’t forget Teenfest – King’s Park Retford 23rd July.              

Fab arts for free  

 

Things you didn’t know—you didn’t know 

The first novel ever written on a typewriter, Tom Sawyer.  

Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair. 

Men can read smaller print than women can; women can hear better. 

Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windscreen wipers,          

       typewriter correction fluid and laser printers have in common?   

A. All were invented by women.  

Maureen McDermott
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Retford Ramblers are enjoying getting out and about enjoying the country-

side both near and far.  We have walks to suit all tastes.  Our usual Sunday 

morning meeting place is Chapelgate Car Park in Retford at 9.30am, we      

operate  car sharing from there if needed.  We are a lively friendly bunch so 

come along for a taster walk or two.      Hope to meet you soon.  
 

Sun,    3 July  @   9.00 am    8 miles      Top of the Wolds, Caistor  

Tues,   5 July  @   6.30 pm    4 miles      Clarborough                                                              

Sun,   10 July  @   8.30 am   11 miles     St James’ Warter, Yorkshire Wolds 

Wed,  13 July  @   8.30 am   12.5 miles   Stanage Edge 

Sun     17 July @   8.30 am    11 miles     Shining Tor & Goyt Valley  

Tues   19 July  @   6.30pm      4 miles     North Leverton 

Sun,    24 July  @   9.30 am   8.5 miles    Bunny 

Sun,    7 Aug    @   9.30 am   7.5miles     Rother Valley & Sculpture Trail 
 

For further information contact 01777-818055   
or 01777-838763  
or e-mail to reford.ramblers1@btinternet.com   

 

Sally Fraser — Chairman — Retford Ramblers Group 

 

 

Every Sunday starting at 9.00 pm 

Challenging Fun Quiz for teams of 

any size 

Nominal Entry fee.  

Cash Prizes, Snowball, Knockout.  

Free sandwiches & snacks provided  

 

  

 

The Parish Priest writes                                          
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Contact details for our parish priest: 
 

For all queries about weddings, baptisms, funerals or other pastoral need-
please contact: the Reverend Jonathan Smithurst, The Rectory, Abbey Road, 
Mattersey, Doncaster, DN10 5DX. Telephone 01777-817364.                              
His day off is Friday. 

Dear Friends 

As I write, the French Open is under way with Wimbledon beckoning.  Will   
victory in the Men’s Singles go to Andy Murray or is that just wishful thinking?  
My favourite sport is cricket.  William Temple, a former Archbishop of Canter-
bury, had a somewhat jaundiced view of cricket, saying óPersonally, I have   
always looked on cricket as organised loafingô. 

We may not feel that some of our more popular energetic sports can fairly be 
described as ‘loafing, but, however we describe it, in our busy lives some     
leisure or ‘loafing’ is surely a good thing.  We have now entered the holiday 
season and many of us are looking forward to a well-earned break.  The setting 
aside of a time for rest is a biblical principle.  In the account of creation in the 
Book of Genesis we read óBy the seventh day God had finished the work he 
had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from his workô           

(Genesis chapter 2 verse 2). 

Some of us feel guilty if we are not busy doing things but we need times of rest 
to refresh ourselves and renew our energy.  Amidst all the busyness and stress 
of modern-day life I hope that you will find some time to rest, to take stock, and 
so be equipped for the future. 

 

Yours in Christ                                                                     

          Jonathan                                                   

http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dretford.ramblers1%40btinternet.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2fcid-2246d353cef14d45.profile.live.com%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3d2ce9d4d3-b980-41a7-b112-0b1a070ca862%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fco103w.col103.mail.l

