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                      Sun 3 April 9.30am Mothering Sunday Family Service  

Sun 10 April 9.30am Morning Prayer  

  6.30pm Deanery Confirmation Service in 
Christchurch, Worksop 

 

Wed 13 April 9.30am Midweek Holy Communion in Everton  

Church 

 

Sun 17 April 9.30am Palm Sunday  Holy Communion                                                     

     
HOLY  WEEK  & EASTER SERVICES 

for everyone in all the villages 

Sun 17 April                    Palm Sunday   

  6.30pm 'Olivet to Calvary' (for choir and congregation)  in 
Gringley Church 

Mon 18 April 7.00pm Compline (a short meditative service) in Clayworth 
Church 

Tues 19 April 7.00pm 'Road to Calvary' - reflections on Holy Week in 

words and music in Gringley Church 

Wed 20 April 7.00pm Compline in Everton Church 

Thur 21 April  

6.45 for 

7.00pm 

Maundy Thursday 

Agapé meal in Mattersey Church Hall              
(Holy Communion in the context of a meal - tickets 
available from church) 

Fri 22 April   Good Friday 

  10.00am Family Service in Clayworth Church followed by hot-
cross buns 

Sat 23 April   Holy Saturday 

  7.00pm Compline in Gringley Church 

Sun 24 April   Easter Day 

  9.30am Holy Communion in Mattersey Church 

  11.00am Holy Communion for ALL ages in Everton Church 
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 Picture of this Peacock Butterfly taken on March 14th 

which was a beautifully sunny & warm day. One of the 
first of the year to awake from their winter hibernation. 



 

 

Some useful telephone numbers: 
 

Commercial Services: 
Animal Hotel: Margaret A-Jones  01777-817379, www.animalhotelmattersey.co.uk 
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527 
Boiler / Central Heating Service: Alex Perry 07846-708730, www.heatech-ltd.com   
Challenge Carpet Cleaning:  Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941                       
Dance Tuition-Ballroom/Latin/Rumba/Salsa: B. Mascareno 07989-346391 (Bawtry)  
Electrician: David Foreman 01777-817506 & 07971-513286 
Gardening Services: H.D Brantons 01302-532732 & 07732-421422  
Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth  01777-817639 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Robert Wasteney 01777-710000 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint  01777-249331 & 07962-232491  
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki  07740-282927 
Painter & Decorator: William Boulby  07974-208692 & 01777-705327                
Painter & Decorator: Tony Rosser  07849-770865 & 01302-867588 
Plumber (Plumbright): James  01777-701668 & 07940-159459 
Priory Garage: 01777-816606 
Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492 
Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services - John Robertson 07884-078273                  

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis 01777-817983 

Please email or phone the Editor if you would like to advertise your services      

available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe  

Community Services: 
Alcohol Advice Service: 01777-272244 
Bassetlaw DC Councillor: Michael Gray 01777-700318   
Beavers: Nathan Fisher 01777-817563 
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130 
Crimestoppers: 0800-555111 
Mattersey Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs Sharon Patton 01777-817265 
Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 01777-817364 
Police: Community Policeman - PC Chris Glover  07595-074176 
             PCSO Catherine Phillips 07525-409789 
Notts Police—All non emergencies: 0300-300-9999 

 

Credits: 
Grateful thanks to all our sponsors for the printing paper, The Bible College for 
printing the magazine, and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine. 
 

Contacts: 
If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk publication please 
contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk  or phone on 01777-816694 or send hard 
copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey  
 

Deadline: 24th of Month  
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Editorial ñApril 2011       

The Case for Installing Mains Gas to the Village ñUpdate  

Overall the number of responses by residents has climbed slightly this month to a 

total of 33 responses totalling approximately  130,000 litres of oil per year poten-

tially changing to a cheaper fuel.  

The geography of the current residents  who have shown interest is as follows:  

Main Street/Abbey Mews :    11               Retford Road/Abbey Road:   8  

Thorpe Road:                          6                Job Lane/Priory Close:          2  

Hall View/Dene Close:             2                Mattersey Thorpe:                4  
 

Further feedback from National Grid has indicated an estimated price of £1million 

to extend the grid from Ranskill. This clearly is a non -starter for 33  residents to 

cover this cost so we now have 2 options to follow:  

1. Try to increase the number of people who will convert thus reducing        

individual costs.  

2. Find a cheaper supplier than National Grid.    

Regarding the former issue I am still hoping more people in Mattersey will show 

interest. National Grid have said that when a pipeline is extended, paid for by resi-

dents, any additional new customers to the grid after completion for a period of 25 

years will not get a cheap connection but will pay the same fee as the original     

subscribers . Clearly not getting in at the beginning when the costs can be reduced 

by a larger subscriber base only works to increase National Gridõs profit margins. 

Additionally, I have been in contact with a member of Everton Parish Council who, 

unbeknown to me, was already in discussion with National Grid about a pipeline    

extension from the Bawtry - Misson Road to Everton. At the time of writing they 

havenõt had a response but potentially it adds to the total number of people       

interested in change and could help reduce costs for all.  

In relation to getting cheaper suppliers, National Grid, whilst the largest supplier, 

is not a monopoly. òIndependent Gas Transportersó of which 6 are listed on the 

Ofgem Website are allowed to extend pipelines and may offer different cost -   

recovery mechanisms than National Grid. I have contacted one of them to get a 

feel for their market position and capability and in conjunction with Everton will 

contact others when we have a few more pieces of the jigsaw in place.   

Itõs not too late to indicate your interest in change! The coupon is reprinted on 

page 8. For those who have responded already I thank you for your positive action 

and request you discuss with any local friends and neighbours to try to encourage 

an even greater take up.           Steve Digby (Editor)  

mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk
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Message Board 

 

 

 
 
 

The ‘Villages Together’ forthcoming programme of events is published   
below.  Do come and join us in Mattersey Church Hall at 1.45pm.  

 

     Tuesday 5th April             -  Social                                                                                                                              

     Tuesday 19th April           - Quiz on Retford  -  In House                                                                                             

On 8th March we enjoyed a very interesting talk on the 'Jogler'  by Mike Sumption.                 

This is the name given to the nonstop relay run from John o' Groats to Land's End 

undertaken every five years  by 16 local running enthusiasts and organised for the 

last 6 occasions by our speaker Mike.  

Mike talked through all the different aspects of organising such a big event - from 

choosing the teams, transport, sleeping accommodation, first aid, catering and wash-

room facilities using Scout Huts and leisure centres throughout the country. In the 

process they have raised a tremendous amount of money for different charities 

since it first started in 1978.   

All the back -up teams and runners have tremendous fun 'en route', as well as some 

panics but all's well that ends well and they usually finish the run with a celebratory 

meal at a hotel near Land's End.  Well done to them all and best of luck for the   

future. Also thanks to Sue for the delicious Pancakes as it was Shrove Tuesday!  

Liz Clark  

On  22nd March Robert Ilett talked to us about World War I. An immense subject 

for 1 hour, so only a sketch of the overall conflict. However, what was fascinating 

was that Robert had done specific research into Mattersey residents who had 

fought and died in the conflict and gave some outline details about them:  

Frank Graham, son of Evelina Graham, L/lady of the Blacksmiths Arms, d. 23/3/18,  

Tom Cliffe Taylor  - born 1899 Clayworth,  died  4/7/16 aged 17 on the Somme  

Horace Bower  resident of Mattersey in 1911, emigrated to Australia,  served in  

Gallipoli with 10th Australian Light Horse, died following illness.  

The Huntriss Family of Mattersey Hall lost all 3 sons in WWI.  The oldest, William 

died of illness in West Africa 23/10/18, Harold killed 17/5/15, Cyril died 1/7/16       

(on 1st Day of Battle of Somme, had won Military Cross & Mentioned in Dispatches)   
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April is not  a very busy month for Retford Ramblers Group, but from May 

onwards things really start to take off.   We will still have our Sunday walks 

as well as some Wednesday walks for the more seasoned walkers amongst 

you.  Towards the end of May will see the start of our Tuesday Evening     

Social Strolls, all in the local area and close to a country pub.  

We look forward to meeting you  

We meet in the Retford Chapelgate Car Park at 09.30 (unless stated other-

wise) for car  sharing or meet us at the start point.  

Sunday 10th April    Burton Joyce    8.5 miles  

Sunday 17th April    Trent Valley Way ñSturton to W. Stockwith    12 miles                

Contact   Telephone 01777 - 818055 or 01777 - 838763  
Email: retford.ramblers1@btinternet.com   

 

For further information contact  01777 -818055                                        
or e -mail to retford.ramblers1@btinternet.com    

 

Edgar Glasby aged 20 son of John & Annie,    J Needham  died in hospital at Gallipoli 

23/11/15,   The Smithson brothers  George of South Staffs Regiment killed 25/8/18 

aged 32 and Henry aged 22 of Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry died 19/9/15.                                                       

A terrible toll for such a small village.  

Steve Digby  

All are welcome to ôVillages Togetherõ meetings which we hold every other 

Tuesday and if you have friends in other villages, please bring them along. 

See ôIdle Talkõ for the programme or call Sue on 01777 818880 for further 

information.  

V i l l ag es  T oge th e r  i s  su pp or ted  by :                                  

B l u e  S k i e s  C o m m u n i t y  I n i t i a t i v e                                                   

Tel: Sue for further information on   

01777 -818880 or 07921-132889 

mailto:retford.ramblers1@btinternet.com
http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dretford.ramblers1%40btinternet.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2fcid-2246d353cef14d45.profile.live.com%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3d2ce9d4d3-b980-41a7-b112-0b1a070ca862%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fco103w.col103.mail.l
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The Spring Luncheon was held in the Church Hall early in March and as usual 

the excellent fare prepared by òThe Ladiesó was enjoyed by all.                        

Menu this time was Beef Stew followed by Bakewell Tart with Ice Cream. 

Next Scheduled Lunch date is Monday 6th June at 12 noon.  

Tickets from Lyndis, Eileen, Maureen. Lily, Lesley   

 

Saturday 7th May –  
Weekend Opening Launch                   

** WITH BILL ODDIE ** 

Wildlife Roadshow – 11am to 2pm 
Venue: Idle Valley Learning Centre 

North Road, Retford  
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April 18th            ¢ŀƛ ŎƘƛ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ   ό²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΗύ         

May  16th            Doncaster Wildlife Park 

June 20th          Take Better Photos (No more chopped off heads) 

 
We are not ageist, we are friendly.  

Come and join us on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7-30pm in the 
Village Hall. 

For more information ring:    
Rosa Wright - 01777 816073  or Ann Hickman - 01777 818993 

   

A Sad (and hopefully rare) Occurrence in the Village...................  

Last week David Sayles discovered a dead deer by the side of the Ranskill 

Road.  He wondered what had happened and presumed it had been hit by a 

vehicle - very upsetting for that person, I should imagine, as there is not a 

lot one can do if a deer leaps out from the side towards you!  

David later found out that it had caused great concern, as there had been 3 

deer that had tried to cross over the road to get to the field of sugar 

beet.   Thank goodness the others managed to cross safely!   They are such 

beautiful animals!  

Are there any other reports of deer sightings recently in and around the 

village? 

Liz Clark  
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To show your interest in having Mains Gas installed please detach the 

form and put in the collection box at Post Office 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I would like to have mains gas available in the village of Mattersey and 

Mattersey Thorpe and I want to understand more about the costs         

involved in changing to main gas supply should it become available.  
 

Name: ............................................ 

 

Address: ........................................ 
 

 

Phone number and email: ............. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
PARISH OF ALL SAINTS, MATTERSEY & MATTERSEY 

THORPE 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held 
in MATTERSEY CHURCH HALL 

on TUESDAY the FIFTH day of APRIL 2011 at 7.00pm 

Come and find out what has been happening in YOUR church in 

the last year.  EVERYONE is welcome to attend. 

All those resident in the parish whose names are entered on the 
register of local government electors are eligible to elect Church-

wardens for the coming year. 

Only those whose names appear on the Church Electoral Roll 
are entitled to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
which follows the above meeting for election of churchwardens. 

 

  

DELIVERING THE PAPERS  

My family has been delivering the morning papers at Mattersey Thorpe 

since November 1984. It started with Sarahjane, she took over from    

Jason Norman and did it till she left school at 16 to do a Y.T.S course 

working with horses. Then Vicki took over and did the same till she was 16 

and started work at Jenkins in Retford in the offices. So then came our 

Jason who did it till he  went off to college then University at Leicester. 

Thatõs when I took over around 1997-8 and have been doing it ever since.  

I really enjoy it seeing all my friends and meeting everyone on my round in 

the morning. Listening to the birds singing itõs a great start to the day 

what ever the weather . LONG MAY IT LAST ??????////  

                                                            MARGARET  PUGH 

Letter from America   (following receipt of March edition of Idle Talk by email)  
 

I loved the colour photo on the front page of March edition.   The daffodils 

look so lovely.  Here in New York State, near the Canadian border, we still 

have one foot of snow on the ground and below freezing weather!!!!                                              

I don't think we'll be  seeing any daffodils here until end of April or May!!  

I am planning on coming back to Mattersey towards the end of May.             

Looking forward to seeing the family and everyone then !  

Regards to all,   Sandie Backus  (sent 4th March 2011)  
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MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL 
www.matterseypc.co.uk    

 

Chairman: Mr. G. Brown,  Vice Chairman: Mr. T.J. Roberts 
Councillors:  Mr. P. Barrett, Mr G Chambers, Mrs. L. Hunt, Mr R Kendall 
Mrs. P. Light, Mrs. L.B.Saint, 
 
Contact Details: Mrs. Adele Haddon, Clerk to Mattersey Parish Council,  
Caudle Meadows, Wigthorpe Lane, Wigthorpe, Worksop. Notts S81 8BU  
Tel: 01909 731565                                     email: clerk@matterseypc.co.uk 

 
Meetings are held 1st Wednesday of each month (except August)            

IS IT LIKE THE VICAR OF DIBLEY???  

 
 
A lot of people will have seen the 
Vicar of Dibley and as a result may 
sometimes have this stereotypical 
image of Parish Councils being just a 
bunch of old fuddy duddies chuntering 
on about insignificant petty problems 
in their village. 
 

 
 
Is that what you think?  .......   Well, let’s try and break a few myths ….. 
 
The Parish Council is the first tier of local government and works closely with 
Bassetlaw District and Nottinghamshire County Councils on behalf of the resi-
dents of Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe.  It is consultee on an increasing amount 
of legislation as well as planning applications and itôs comments can make a dif-
ference.  Consultations recently discussed have been the conservation area 
status and heritage assets, proposed closure of the Magistrates Courts, Sustain-
able Communities Act, Bassetlaw NHS Trust reforms, Core Strategy planning, 
Notts County Council service review, local transport plan, to name but a few.  
Representatives of the Council regularly meet with other Parishes and Officers in 
the area to discuss matters affecting the whole of the region.  

There is a public forum session at the start of each meeting enabling residents to 
air their views on matters which are causing concern or make suggestions as to 
how the Parish Council could help to bring an idea to fruition.  In the recent past 
we have helped with the Village Name sign project, Millennium Green play area, 
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Parish Councilôs canôt just spend your money on a whim.  There is legislation set 
down to determine what it can and canôt do.  It only receives funds via the District 
Council through the Council Tax levy on your home and sets a budget each year, 
details of which were in the last edition of Idle Talk, and can only spend within its 
designated powers.  These are very wide ranging and include: 
 

Allotments, cleaning streets, footpath maintenance, community centres, grass 
cutting, cemeteries, roadside verge maintenance, promote tourism, maintain war 
memorials, support youth activities, playgrounds etc. 
Some of the issues the Parish Council is currently involved with are:  
 

¶ Speeding ï volunteers have been conducting speedwatch operations for a 
number of years and have built up overwhelming statistics to prove the 
need for further action to be taken by the County Council.  Negotiations 
are ongoing to develop traffic calming measures. 

¶ Footpath on Mattersey Old Road ï still campaigning to make this an      
official footpath on behalf of residents. 

¶ Youth work ï initiating youth projects in conjunction with BDC youth      
 support service 

¶ Investigating the costs involved with bringing mains gas to the villages 

¶ Formulating bad weather strategy with the possibility of undertaking 
 snow  clearance 

¶ Grass verge cutting 

¶ Participating in new trial system for planning consultations 
 

We never know what is going to come up next!   

This is all done with only one paid employee, all councillors are unpaid volun-
teers and give up a minimum of one evening per month. 

Progress on issues can sometimes be slow if other agencies need to be involved 
but patience is a virtue! 

 So you can see from the snapshot above that the Parish Council isnôt such a 
waste of space as some people like to assume. 

Has this given you food for thought ï would you like to help your  community? 
Then why not seek election to the Parish Council this May.  Application forms are 
available from the District Council and must be returned there by noon on Mon-
day 4th April.  If you miss this deadline but would still like to be considered for co-
option this may be possible if there are any vacancies after the election on 5th 
May and this can be dealt with by the Clerk to the Parish Council. 

 
 
 We had a member of the 

public once ï he thought we 

were the gardening club! 

http://www.matterseypc.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@matterseypc.co.uk
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Everton Bowls Club open the 2011 season on Monday 18th  April on the         

Metcalfe Ground bowling green. We play on the excellent but much under 

used green opposite the tea room.  

We play regular friendly matches with most local teams and have a team 

competing in the pensionerõs  league. The first friendly is on Wednesday 

4 th  May and the pensionerõs league commences on Tuesday 26th  April.  

Club members roll up take place on Monday and Friday afternoons from 2 -

4pm and Friday evening from 6 -8pm.We also hold yearly membersõ competi-

tions. We are looking for new members who play bowls or would like to try 

playing bowls (bowls can be supplied) for the summer of 2011.  

Prospective bowlers will be welcome at any club roll up.  

For more information contact Robin Jacques on 01777 -817519 

Home Fixtures in April/ May 2011  

Pensioners League:                                                                                          

26 th  April   v Haxey,    10 th  May   v Rose òAó,   17th  May  v Beckingham,                                                                                                                                

Friendlies :     Sunday 15th  May ð Presidents Cup @ 2pm,  Thursday 19 th  

May v Beckingham @ 6.30pm 
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April 1st ñ April Foolõs Day 
The origins of this custom are somewhat uncertain, 

but may have initially been related to the arrival of 

Spring in late March, at which time Mother Nature 

is said to "fool" the human race with sudden and 

fickle changes in the weather...showers one minute 

and sunshine the next. The playing of practical 

jokes, however, dates back to Ancient Rome and 

such activities were an integral part of the Hilaria 

celebrations held on March 25, a celebration which 

appeared to be associated with the coming of 

Spring and the Vernal Equinox, held to honour the resurrection of Attis, 

Roman God of Vegetation who was linked to the seasonal cycle. An       

ancient English legend states that April Fool's Day commemorates the 

fruitless mission of the Rook, which was sent out in search of land from 

Noah's flood -encircled ark . 

 

 

April 19 th   Primrose Day  
Primrose Day is the anniversary of the 

death of Prime Minister Benjamin       

Disraeli, 1st Earl of Beaconsfield, on       

19th April 1881.The primrose was his 

favourite flower and Queen Victoria 

would often send him bunches of them 

from Windsor and Osborne House.      

She sent a wreath of primroses to his 

funeral. On this day Beaconsfield's statue in Parliament Square, London 

is decorated with primroses, as is his grave in Hughenden, Buckingham-

shire.  
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Rambling Rose 

April 23 rd  Saint Georgeõs Day 

According to the Golden Legend the narrative  

episode of Saint George and the Dragon took 

place in "Silene," in Libya. A dragon, living in a 

nearby lake, was terrorizing the townõs people and 

the king tried to appease it by offering it sheep 

as a sacrifice and, when this failed, children were 

chosen at random instead. However, one day, the 

kingõs daughter was chosen and, even though the 

king offered all his money to the people to spare 

his daughter, they refused it and the princess 

was taken to the lake as a sacrifice. Saint George 

happened to be riding by and saved the princess. 

He harnessed the dragon and led it into town whereupon, true to his promise, 

he slayed it after the frightened townõs people converted to Christianity and 

were baptized.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

             Spring has come when you can put  

                         your foot on three daisies  

                                          

 

 

  When you hear the cuckoo shout  

  Ti s time to plant your tatties out  

 

 

If youõd enjoy the fruit,                             

pluck not the flower  
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                  Are you a victim of fraud? ï Help is at hand.                                   
Despite all the media publicity and warnings, many people still get ripped off by 
e-mail and internet scams and con tricks so itôs good to know that there is now 
something you can do about it.  

People who fall victim to these tricksters are 

often too embarrassed to talk about it ï even 
when they have been conned out of large 

sums of money ï and the fraudsters rely on 

the silence of their victims to get away with 

their crimes. 
But now help is at hand from Action Fraud, a 

national helpline set up by the National Fraud 

Authority. Action Fraud is the UKôs national 

fraud reporting centre and if you have been 
scammed, ripped off or conned you should get 

in touch with them.  

Every fraud ï no mater how small ï is impor-

tant and your call may prevent others being 
conned in the same way. 

You can report a fraud to Action Fraud by 

visiting their website and using their online 

fraud reporting tool or by speaking to one of 
their specialist fraud advisers on 0300 123 

2040. They are available on line 24/7 or by 

telephone Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm,  

Saturday 9am to 4pm & Sunday 10am to 4pm. 
Although fraud comes in many different 

guises, there are some simple steps you can 

take to protect yourself.  

-  Donôt give ANY personal information to  
organisations or people before verifying their 

credentials. 

-  Many frauds start with an e -mail, but banks 

and other financial institutions will NOT send 
you an e-mail asking you to click a link and 

confirm your banks details. Do not trust such     

e-mails, even if they look genuine.                     

- Make sure your computer has up-to-date  
anti-virus and firewall installed.  

 

 
 
  

-  Sign up to Verified by Visa or Mastercard 

Secure Code whenever you are given the 
option while shopping on line. This involves 

you registering a password with your card 

company and adds an additional layer of 

security to online transactions. 
-  If you receive bills, invoices or receipts   

for things you havenôt bought, or financial 

institutions you donôt normally deal with 

contact you about debts, take action ï your 
identity may have been stolen. 

-  Get a regular copy of your credit file and 

check for entries you donôt recognise.     

Callcredit, Equifax and Experian can all    
provide your credit file.  

-  Be very wary of post, phone calls or        e

-mails offering you business deals out of   

the blue. If any offer seems to be too good 
to be true, it probably is.  

-  If you are a victim of fraud, be aware  of 

fraud recovery fraud. This is where                

fraudsters pretend to be lawyers or law  
enforcement officers and tell you they can 

help you recover the money you have        

already lost. 

 
If you need help or advice contact:         

Action Fraud on line or on                   

0300 123 2040.  

And one final reminder ï beware of 
bogus callers and rogue traders who 

visit your home uninvited. You should 

never let anyone into your home  

unless you are    absolutely sure they 
are who they say they are.  
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Ingredients (to serve 4)  
4 lamb shanks,                                             2 red onions, cut into quarters,  

375ml/13¼fl oz red wine,                            4 tbsp clear honey,  

400g/14oz canned lentils, drained and rinsed  

5 floury potatoes, (Maris Piper or King Edward)  mashed with full -fat milk and butter  

4 tbsp whole black peppercorns pinch salt,  

3 sprigs fresh thyme, plus extra to garnish  
 

 Preparation  
1. Place the lamb shanks into a large ovenproof casserole dish and add the thyme 

and black peppercorns. Season, to taste, with salt. Pour the red wine over the lamb 

shanks and set aside to marinate for at least one hour, preferably overnight in the 

fridge.  

2. Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/Gas 5. Place the casserole dish onto the hob 

over a medium heat and bring to the boil. Cover with a lid and transfer to the pre-

heated oven. Cook for one hour, then remove the lid and cook for a further hour, or 

until the sauce has reduced and thickened.  

3. Remove the casserole dish from the oven and transfer the lamb shanks to a 

roasting tin. Spoon four ladlefuls of the sauce over the lamb shanks and add the red 

onion quarters.  

4. Drizzle the honey over the lamb shanks. Return the dish, uncovered, to the 

oven and roast for 25 -30 minutes, basting occasionally with the cooking liquid, until 

the meat comes away from the bone easily and the volume of cooking liquid has re-

duced by half.  

5. In a pan, mix the mashed potatoes with the lentils and warm through.  

6.       To serve, divide the mashed potatoes and lentils equally among four serving   

plates. Place the lamb shanks and the red onions alongside. Drizzle over the red wine 

sauce and garnish with a sprig of thyme.  
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Lea Gardens & Nursery  
Lea, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 5GH  
Tel:  01629 534380  
www.leagarden.co.uk  

 

Lea Gardens is a unique collection of highly acclaimed rhododendrons, 
azaleas, kalmias and other plants collected from the far corners of the 

world.  

The Gardens are sited on the remains of a medieval millstone quarry 
and cover an area of approximately 4 acres (1.6ha) on a wooded     
hillside. The excellent rock garden contains a huge variety of alpines 
with acers, dwarf conifers, heathers and spring bulbs.  

Bird life has been encouraged in quiet woodland walks below the main 
gardens. This area, planted with ornamental trees and specie         

rhododendrons, contains many assorted bird -boxes donated by friends 
of Lea Gardens. The colours, scents and natural bird life can best be 
appreciated on a quiet weekday.  

 
Directions:   
3 miles to the South of 
Matlock. 45 minutes from 

Derby, Nottingham Buxton or 
Sheffield.  
The gardens may be reached 
by leaving the A6 at Cromford, 
signposted to Lea; or by          
leaving the A615 between  
Tansley and Wessington again 

signposted to Lea.  
 
Location: Matlock  

Dates Open: Ring for opening times  
Open Times: Daily 10am -  5.30pm, 

20th March till 30th June  
 

  

t 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Priest writes                                          
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Dear Friends 

Writing to Christians living in Corinth, St Paul wrote these words: 'If 
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith' (1 Corinthians chapter 15 verse 14).  The resurrection of Jesus lies 

at the heart of the Christian faith and yet for some the fact the 'Christ is 
risen' is not easy to accept.  Accordingly, attempts are sometimes made 
to rationalise away the Easter message - explanations are offered such 
as that the disciples stole the body or that Jesus was not really dead.  
Perhaps Jesus was in a coma - some of the explanations become more 

incredible than the event they try to explain! 

I believe that we should bear in mind the following points: 

 Jesus' tomb was found to be empty - this is what we read in the 

Gospel accounts.  Some years ago Frank Morison wrote a book en-
titled 'Who Moved the Stone?' in which he tried to disprove the res-

urrection but ended up coming to the opposite conclusion.  His argu-

ments remain compelling today. 

The transformation of the disciples - from frightened men and women 

they changed, becoming convinced proclaimers of the message 

'Jesus is alive', even when faced with suffering or martyrdom. 

The experience of millions  - for millions in the past and for millions 

now Jesus is not just a historic figure from the past but a living pres-

ence today!  They know in their hearts that Jesus is alive. 

I wish you a joyful Easter through the knowledge that Jesus is alive! 

Yours in Christ                                                                 

          Jonathan  

Contact details for our parish priest: 
 

For all queries about weddings, baptisms, funerals or other pastoral needs  
please contact: the Reverend Jonathan Smithurst, The Rectory, Abbey Road, 
Mattersey, Doncaster, DN10 5DX. Telephone 01777-817364.                              
His day off is Friday. 

http://www.visitderbyshire.co.uk/redirect.ihtml?id=2207

