
 

 

SERVICES FOR ALL SAINTSô CHURCH,  
MATTERSEY IN JULY 2010  

YOUR CHURCH IS OPEN 

The Parish Church is open on a daily basis, normally from sunrise to sunset.   
The building can be an oasis of peace in a busy world.  Please feel welcome  
to make use of your  church for prayer during these periods. 
Please also feel free to contact me on 01777-817364 if there are any 
concerns that you would like to discuss or pray about.   

Jonathan Smithurst ,  Priest-in-Charge        
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Sat-Sun 3-4 July Open Churches Weekend  

 - see details elsewhere (page 5) 

Sun 4 July 9.30am Pets Service 

Sun 11 July 9.30am Morning Prayer with Baptisms 

Wed 14 July 9.30am mid-month Holy Communion in        
Gringley Church 

Sun 18 July 9.30am Holy Communion 

Sun 25 July 9.30am Morning Prayer 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

From the Church Registers  
 

Funeral 5 June 2010  

                                         

                                    Hilda Mary Claythan (89) 
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Some useful telephone numbers : 
Animal Hotel: 01777-817379 
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527 
Bassetlaw DC Councillor representing Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe:       
Michael Gray 01777-700318, e-mail: michael.gray@bassetlaw.gov.uk   
Beavers: Clare Fisher 01777-817563 
C/H Boiler Service (Heatech Services): Alex Perry 07846-708730   
Challenge Carpet Cleaning:  Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941  
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130 
Crimestoppers: 0800-555111 
Electrician: David Foreman 01777-817506 & 07971-513286 
Gardening Services: HD Brantons 01302-532732 & 07732-421422  
Idle View Farm, Pork Products: Paul & Ellen Barrett  07840-170640 
Mattersey Primary School: 01777-817265 
Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth  01777-817639 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint  01777-249331 & 07962-232491  
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Robert Wasteney 01777-710000 
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki  07740-282927 
Painting & Decorating: John Reid  01777-817975 
Plumbers (Plumbright): James 01777-701668 & 07940-159459 
Priory Garage: 01777-816606 
Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492 
Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 01777-817364 
Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services: John 07884-078273                  

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis 01777-817983 

Police : Community Policeman: PC Chris Glover  07595-074176 
PCSO Sharon Brown: 07525-226846 
Notts PoliceðAll non emergencies: 0300-300-9999 
 

Please email or phone the editor if you would like to advertise your services 
available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe  
 

Credits:  
Grateful thanks to the Tarmac for providing the paper,  
The Bible College for printing the magazine,  
and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine. 
 

Contacts:  
If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk publication 
please contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk   or phone on 01777-816694  
or send hard copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey  
 

Deadline:  24th of Month  
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Editorial ðJuly 2010       

 

Constructive Criticism Welcomed but....  
 

Following the article written by Rambling Rose last month which included the 
following suggestion ñQuick-growing hedges, such as Privet, Lonicera Nitida, 
Hawthorn and Gorse can be given their first cutò a concerned member of the 
community felt sufficiently incensed at this to phone not only the Editor but also 
report the article to the RSPB.  The concern presumably was that cutting 
hedges was bad for birds and possibly illegal at this time of year.   
 

The RSPB personnel seem to have believed the article advocated ñcutting 
downò hedges completely, which clearly is not what was suggested. Their con-
cerns may have been heightened by the fact that multiple messages were leftð
reportedly 4 on one answer phone! This resulted in phone calls from 2 RSPB 
officials to my house, both of which had to be fielded by my wife, as I was away 
that week. The tone of their calls was initially somewhat excessive and caused 
considerable concern to my wife. However when they recognised that the article 
in no way advocated any harm to nesting birds, their tone moderated and they 
eventually apologised for any distress they had caused. 
 

So overall the consequence of this approach to complaining has been to upset: 

¶ My wifeðwho had to deal with all the calls (and had actually responded  
to the complaint within 2 hours) 

¶ Rambling Roseðwho wrote the article and offered to step down on hear-
ing of the problems the article had created,  

¶ Meðwho had to deal with the consequences of upset at home while 
away from the house for a week,  

¶ The RSPB - who have had their time, money and energy diverted from 
the real work they need to do. 

 

Hardly a resounding successðunless there was mischievous intent all along.  
 

For clarification purposes and for putting concerned gardenersô minds at rest,  
wild birds (excluding pest species) are protected under Section 1 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 from ñany intentional actions that take, damage, 
or destroy the nest while it is in use or being builtò. Hedges are not            
protected by this legislation and can be cut provided no damage to birdsô nests 
results.  Rambling Rose has written a further response this month. 
 

I have deliberately avoided identifying the complainant and always recognise 
there is more than one side to a story. If you want to reply I will happily publish 
your response provided it is in writing, signed and meets the standard criteria of    
being legal and sensibleðalbeit I donôt want to start a letters vendetta.              
Hopefully this matter is now concluded.  
 
Steve Digby (Editor) 
 

mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk
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Message Board  

 

Wishing you a happy 90th birthday on July 7th, Mum 
 
With lots of love from 
 
Wendy, John & Bonnie xxx 
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The óVillages Togetherô forthcoming programme of events is published    

below.  Do come and join us in Mattersey Church Hall at 1.45pm.  
 

¶ Tuesday 13th July  Lyndis Rowley. óPhrases and sayingsô    

¶ Tuesday 27th July ó Chinaô Colin Brenchley 

¶ Tuesday 10th August  óThe Fire Serviceô 

¶ Tuesday 24th August óBowlsô (subject to confirmation)  

¶ Tuesday 7th September óVisit on the old bus to Thaymar.ô 

¶ Tuesday 21st September óPoliceô 
 

For any further information contact Sue on 01777-818880 or 07921-132889 

OPEN CHURCHES WEEKEND 3-4 JULY 

75 churches in the Bassetlaw and Newark & Sherwood districts will be 
opening their doors to visitors on the weekend of the 3rd and 4th of July 
this year!  

Come and find a warm welcome at these wonderful heritage sites.  Soak 
up the atmosphere and the history of these places where folk have wor-
shipped for centuries. 

You will find refreshments available and locals who are happy to stop and 
chat with you.  All 4 of our churches are taking part, to a greater or lesser 
degree, so come and find out more about them. 

 

This is the first time I have been to one of the lunches at the   
Village Hall and I would like to thank all the  ladies for their 
efforts in producing such a delicious meal. We had ham salad 
with locally grown lettuce and the ham was cooked to               
perfection. The locally sourced strawberries with ice cream 
and shortbread  were also delicious. I wish pub meals came up to 
this standard. A bargain at £3.50.                                                      

Gaynor Digby  

If you want to learn more about the nationally-famous 
Traquair Murals in Clayworth Church, there will be 
Clayworth church tours featuring them on the Saturday 
afternoon at 2.00pm and 3.00pm. 
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Fond Farewell to Emily & Cyrilééé. 

Cyril and Emily Campion of ôThe 

Chestnutsõ are soon to be       

moving into their new house in 

Retford.  Cyril was born in the 

village at Rye Hall on Eel Pool 

Road and Emily came to live 

here at the age of nine so they 

have many memories of their 

lives here.  

Emily was born in 1926 and lived 

at the Old School House, so she 

did not have far to go to school!  She left there with no certificates and 

went to work at Mattersey Hall (now The Bible College) as a domestic help, 

then she cycled and worked in the canteen at the Royal Ordnance Factory 

at Daneshill for a while.  Mr. Ancliffe from Mattersey Hill Farm employed 

her and she led a very varied life -  potato picking, hoeing, stooking (the 

harvest corn), threshing and driving an Allis Chalmers 3 - wheeled tractor! 

After this, she was offered a job at the village shop with Mr. and Mrs. 

Scuffham, where she worked until she was married.  

Cyril went to the village school but said he did not know Emily until later.  

He lived his early life on the farm at Rye Hall ð he said that his bedroom 

was next to the apple loft which was very handy if he felt hungry!  His par-

ents raised dairy and fat cattle and horses on 100 acres.  He left school 

unofficially at the age of 13 and helped his father with milking by hand 

morning and night. He was especially interested in the horses and loved rid-

ing.  He has good memories of time spent at the pumping station near the 

farm and of Monty Mills who lived in the cottage by the church. Monty used 

to carry him, as a little boy, through the floods that came every year to 

the fields nearby.  

Cyril was one of the first at 17 years of age to join the fire service on a 

voluntary basis.  They used to meet in the outbuilding at Mattersey House 

(which is now a dwelling).  There was Lawrence Bell, Frank Sampson, George 

Curzon and Bert Metcalfe and, at first, they only had a Coventry Climax 

water pump to fight the fires.    
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His first experience was at Mattersey Hill Farm when a barn full of straw or 

hay caught fire.  They managed to control it.  Their first extending ladder 

was bought by the villagers and they were called out to help 3 times during 

the Sheffield blitz and twice to Hull.  When Cyrilõs parents moved from the 

farm, he went to work at West Burton Power Station, where he eventually 

was in charge of ladder & scaffolding inspections before he retired.  He was 

a trained ôFirst Aiderõ who competed in various competitions. This is how he 

discovered he was diabetic.  

When first courting, Cyril used to meet Emily on the old Mattersey Bridge. 

They enjoyed going to the pictures at Bawtry and dances up at Mattersey 

Thorpe Club in aid of the troops in World War 2.  They were married 60 

years ago in Mattersey Church and went to Scarborough for their honey-

moon in an old post office van belonging to the farm.  Their first home was 

as lodgers in Rose Cottage, Gringley on the Hill, then they moved to Matter-

sey Thorpe, Priory Close and their present home, ôThe Chestnutsõ. During this 

time, Emily had immersed herself into village life as organist at the church 

and a member of the PCC ð she has held the offices of Secretary,        

Treasurer, Church Warden and Verger. With her sisters, Alice and Maureen, 

Emily started a group called ôBusy Beesõ, teaching embroidery and other 

skills. They used to meet in the old church hall near Malt Kiln House.  Emily 

also started a Sunday School and Girl Guides - the flag she made is still in 

use. 

Emily and Cyril had 2 daughters and when 

both girls had grown up, Emily went to 

work at Rampton Hospital in the  work-

shops, teaching mainly embroidery.  She 

stayed there until a period of ill health 

caused ôearly retirementõ.  This did not 

prevent her from participating in the  

Millennium Green Committee and the 

first fund -raising Group for the village.  

Indeed, both of them still actively     

support most village  functions.  

The village will miss them, but I am sure they will return for any special 

events.  We wish them both every happiness in their new home.  

Liz Clark  


