
 

 

SERVICES FOR ALL SAINTSô CHURCH,  
MATTERSEY IN JUNE 2010 

YOUR CHURCH IS OPEN 

The Parish Church is open on a daily basis, normally from sunrise to sunset.   
The building can be an oasis of peace in a busy world.  Please feel welcome  
to make use of your  church for prayer during these periods. 
Please also feel free to contact me on 01777-817364 if there are any 
concerns that you would like to discuss or pray about.   

Jonathan Smithurst ,  Priest-in-Charge        
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Sun 6 June 9.30am Family Service 

   

Wed 9 June 9.30am mid-month Holy Communion in        
Clayworth Church  

   

Sun 13 June 9.30am Holy Communion 

   

Thur 17 June 7.30pm  Service of Wholeness & Healing 

   

Sun 20 June 9.30am Holy Communion 

Sun 27 June 10.00am Family Communion Service in  

Gringley  Church.     

Preacher: Rev Tim Pownall-Jones.  
United Service for all 4 parishes 

 

  

The Village Magazine of   
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Mattersey Hall in about 1920 
 
Photo reproduced with kind permission of Bassetlaw  Museum 
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Some useful telephone numbers : 
Animal Hotel: 01777-817379 
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527 
Bassetlaw DC Councillor representing Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe:       
Michael Gray 01777-700318, e-mail: michael.gray@bassetlaw.gov.uk   
Beavers: Clare Fisher 01777-817563 
C/H Boiler Service (Heatech Services): Alex Perry 07846-708730   
Challenge Carpet Cleaning:  Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941  
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130 
Crimestoppers: 0800-555111 
Electrician: David Foreman 01777-817506 & 07971-513286 
Gardening Services: HD Brantons 01302-532732 & 07732-421422  
Idle View Farm, Pork Products: Paul & Ellen Barrett  07840-170640 
Mattersey Primary School: 01777-817265 
Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth  01777-817639 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint  01777-249331 & 07962-232491  
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Robert Wasteney 01777-710000 
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki  07740-282927 
Painting & Decorating: John Reid  01777-817975 
Plumbers (Plumbright): James 01777-701668 & 07940-159459 
Priory Garage: 01777-816606 
Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492 
Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 01777-817364 
Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services: John 07884-078273                  

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis 01777-817983 

Police : Community Policeman: PC Chris Glover  07595-074176 
PCSO Sharon Brown: 07525-226846 
Notts PoliceðAll non emergencies: 0300-300-9999 
 

Please email or phone the editor if you would like to advertise your services 
available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe  
 

Credits:  
Grateful thanks to the Tarmac for providing the paper,  
The Bible College for printing the magazine,  
and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine. 
 

Contacts:  
If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk publication 
please contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk   or phone on 01777-816694  
or send hard copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey  
 

Deadline:  24th of Month  
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Editorial ðJune 2010      Staycation v Vacation 
As we approach the time of year when most people are excited about the pros-

pect of forthcoming holidays and time away in the UK or abroad I have had 

some time to reflect the joys and problems posed at that time of year. I have to 

declare an interest in that, through retirement, I am able (and have already) 

taken holidays out of peak season, so have already felt the euphoria and disap-

pointments that others may soon possibly experience. 

Travelling by road anywhere in the UK is a challenge these days being almost 

impossible at peak times while fuel costs are prohibitively expensive. Air travel 

is a pain with the usual 2 or 3 hour check in, potential strikes, volcanic ash and 

other mishaps waiting to delay you, while cruising by ship is incredibly slow to 

get anywhere ð a good club cyclist can travel further in 8 hours than the 15 

knots we moved at recently. Time changes are also difficult to cope with & 6 x 1 

recent hour changes in 12 days seems is as hard as going halfway around the 

world in one go. 

The cost of holidays seems to have peaked to a far higher level than just recov-

ering last yearôs post credit crunch emergency discounts. Changing money from 

Sterling to other currencies is a feeding frenzy for the Banks and Bureau de 

Changes when you never get the published rates and at the end of the holiday 

you volunteer for a double dose with foreign notes being changed back to    

Sterling and coins being given away to charities. Travellerôs cheques are difficult 

and in some countries impossible to change while credit cards are unrealistically 

expensive. There is ever the risk of unscrupulous people short changing you ð

not only at cafes and street trader level ð I once got ripped off on the entry fee 

to the Louvre in Paris a few years back. Beware the change from a large value 

note that comes back  in many coins when a small value note would do! 

And when you return from even a short break the garden seems to have accel-

erated away and those flowers that just havenôt quite opened before you go 

have flowered, seeded, and are ready for cutting back by the time you return. 

Grass & weeds I am convinced grow at double rate when not being observed 

daily. The post mountain behind the front door containing depressing numbers 

of travel brochures from companies last used 10 years ago are piled up together 

with the bills you hadnôt got round to paying before going away. If you are really 

unlucky some of the early items purchased on holiday depressingly already   

feature on the credit card bill.  And donôt mention the washingðwhy do we wear 

twice as many clothes when weôre away than when weôre home?  

But whatever your plans always look take pleasure from them.  SO ENJOY!  

Steve Digby (Editor) 

mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk
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Message Board  
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The óVillages Togetherô forthcoming programme of events is published    

below.  Do come and join us in Mattersey Church Hall at 1.45pm.  
 

¶ Tuesday 1
st
 June  - óLifeboats ï a personal storyô Pauline Jackson 

¶ Tuesday 15
th
 June  óHidden corners of Bassetlawô Malcolm Dolby 

¶ Tuesday 29
th
  June  Visit to the Idle Valley Centre ï details to follow.  

¶ Tuesday 13
th
 July  óPhrases and sayingsô  - Lyndis Rowley. 

¶ Tuesday 27
th
 July ó Chinaô Colin Brenchley 

 
For any further information contact Sue on 01777-818880 or 07921-132889 

 

 

 

 
 

Everton Gardenholdersô AssociationðForthcoming Events  
 
We would like to inform you of the following events all of which will be held 
in Everton Village Hall ( other than the Barnsdale visit). 
 
Monday 14

th
 June ï 7.30 p.m. ï óThe Romantic Gardenô ï Stuart Dixon 

 

Saturday 26
th

 June  - Tickets only  -  VISIT TO BARNSDALE GARDENS . 
£11 each includes coach and entry ï contact Ann Fryer 01777 816916. 
 

 

All donations for the raffle and tombola gratefully received.  

Please drop them in at school. Thank you  
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Flowers of the month, June ð Foxglove, Poppy and Wild Rose  

 

The foxglove is one of our best-known and loveliest 
plants, growing in open woodland and moorland from 
June to September. It is very tall, with a single spike 
covered with bell-shaped purple or pink flowers. 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
There are several types of wild rose, such as 
Bramble, Field-rose, Japanese Rose, Dog 
Rose and Sweet-Briar. They mainly grow in 
hedgerows, bearing white, pink and pinkish-
purple flowers. In late summer the bramble 
produces blackberries and the others produce 
rose hips. 

  

 The poppy family has attractive, distinctive flowers, 
which grow in a range of habitats from fields and 
hedgerows to beaches and marshes. The flowers 
have four papery, overlapping, scarlet petals, borne 
on slender stalks, whose leaves are divided into nar-
row segments.  
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Handy gardening hints ð June  

English gardens, as well as in April, are at their best 

now. Colours, fragrance, blossom and scent are all in 

abundant evidence . 

 

Enjoy the flowers and shrubs and take time to look around the garden to 
mark any gaps or note any plants that are doing badly. Decide on new 
ones to fill them in or replace them.                                                                                     
 
Jobs that can be done are; staking border plants,                                      
pruning early-flowering shrubs, tying-in sweet-peas,                                          
feeding bedding-plants, mowing the lawn and spraying  
roses. These need to be dead-headed to extend their                                
flowering period. 

 
                                                                                                                                       
 
 
                                 Quick-growing hedges, such as privet, Lonicera                     
                                  nitida, hawthorn and gorse can be given their first                
                                  cut. 
 

 

      Vegetables, such as marrows, outdoor                                                
tomatoes, celery, leeks, cauliflower,                                                        
savoy cabbages, sprouts and broccoli                                                   

can still be planted  out. 

Rambling Rose  
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MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL  
www.matterseypc.co.uk     

 

Chairman: Mr. G. Brown,  Vice Chairman: Mr. T.J. Roberts 
Councillors: Mrs. L.B.Saint, Mrs S. McKay, Mr. P. Barrett, Mrs. L. Hunt,  
Mrs. P. Light, 
 
Contact Details: Mrs. Adele Haddon, Clerk to Mattersey Parish Council,  
Caudle Meadows, Wigthorpe Lane, Wigthorpe, Worksop.Notts S81 8BU  
Tel: 01909 731565        email: clerk@matterseypc.co.uk 

 
Meetings are held 1st Wednesday of each month (except August)            

in the Church Hall commencing at 7.30pm  

 Old Mattersey Road Footpath  
The Rights of Way Committee at Nottinghamshire County Council recently heard 
an application for the creation of an official footpath on the old Mattersey Road.  
Whilst agreeing that there was sufficient evidence for the path to be sanctioned, 
the Committee voted against making the Order.  However, Mr Shuldham, across 
whose land the footpath passes, has very kindly declared that he has no intention 
of stopping people using the route and is happy that the informal arrangement 
continues.  I am sure that everyone who uses the footpath will be grateful for his 
permission and will respect his property in accordance with the Countryside 
Code. 
 

Speeding  
As you will no doubt have noticed, an interactive speed camera has been erected 
in the village.  This follows prolonged pressure from the Parish Council and many 
hours work on Speedwatch duty.  Although the sign is temporary it is hoped that 
the statistics it provides might persuade the authorities to install a more perma-
nent one.  The signs have to be situated on lamp posts with the necessary power 
supply and there are also regulations as to the position in relation to the road 
which is why it may not be in an ideal location. 
 

New Police Officer  
PC Paul Pilsworth, who has been the Beat Manager for the villages for the last 
few years is retiring shortly and, at the Annual Parish Meeting, his successor was 
introduced.  He is PC Christopher Glover and he is learning about the area from 
Paul over the next couple of months.  If anyone needs to contact him his mobile 
number is 07776 460402 and his land line 0300 300 99 99 ext7361.             
PCSO Sharon Brown is still in her position so again this will help with continuity.             
It is important, however, that any emergency incidents are still reported to 999. 
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June Production ñThe Cemetery Club by Ivan Menchell  
How can a play with this title be a very funny comedy?  

Come to Everton Village Hall between 2nd and 5th June and find out. 

Start time 7.30pm  

 

Tickets £5 (£4 for students) are available from box office on 01777 -

817275 or via website www.evplayers.org.uk  

 

Murder Mystery Evening on Saturday 26th June  
In Everton Village Hall starting at 7.30pm  

 

The audience is invited to bring their own food and drink ñas well as their 

thinking caps.  

 

Tickets are £5 and available from the box office  

 

 
 

 
Mattersey Thorpe Bus Shelter  
The problems surrounding the bus shelter were once again discussed at the last 
meeting and enquiries are being made into the possible costs and feasibility of 
the brick shelter being replaced with a polycarbonate version.  These things take 
time to assess and everyoneôs views will be taken into account before a final        
decision is made. 
 

Disposal of Garden Waste  
Would residents please be aware that the tipping of garden waste under hedge-
rows is causing a nuisance and is considered to be fly-tipping for which there is a 
fixed penalty fine. 
 

New Parish Councillors  
There are currently 3 vacancies on the Parish Council, if anyone would like to be 
considered for co-option or would like further information please write or email the 
clerk at the address above.  

Village Players (Everton)  
 

òLive Theatre on your Doorstepó 

http://www.matterseypc.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@matterseypc.co.uk
http://sfustar.com/comedy-tragedy-masks.jpg
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Seasonal Recipe -   Navarin Printanier ð Spring Lamb Stew                    
                                                          

 

Ingredients:    (Serves 6)  

1.5kg cubed shoulder of lamb   
 

25g butter                1 crushed garlic clove  
 

1 tbsp sunflower            225g small carrots  
 

2 tbsp flour                   450g new potatoes  
 

600ml stock                   225g small turnips  
 

1 tbsp tomato puree                    350g peas  
 

Salt and pepper                   1 bouquet garni  

 

 

 

Method:  

Brown the lamb in butter and oil over a high heat and transfer to a flame-

proof casserole. Add the flour to the remaining fat, stir and gradually add 

the stock and then the tomato puree. Bring slowly to the boil, stirring con-

tinuously, then pour over the meat. Add the bouquet garni, garlic, salt and 

pepper. Cover and simmer gently for one hour.  
 

Now add the carrots, potatoes and turnips and continue cooking for 30 

minutes, uncovered before adding the peas. You may have to add a little 

more liquid if necessary. Cook until vegetables are tender. Adjust the sea-

soning and serve. 

 

Cookõs comment:  

Choose the smallest vegetables that you can find, so that they can be 

cooked whole. This dish can also be cooked in a slow oven for a couple of 

hours. 
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Mattersey Hall College  
& 

Graduate School 
 

GRADUATION CEREMONY 
Saturday 19 th   June 2010 

 
Guest Speaker: Ken Williamson  
 ( London Riverside Church - Dagenham) 

Graduation Service 3:30pm  
Grounds open at 2:00pm  

Dining Room open  
2:00-3:00pm & 6:00 -7:00pm  

 
All Welcome 
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Mattersey Millennium Green  

 

 

There is a definite change in the air, and confirmed sightings of the 

sun have been reported. It feels as if the village is waking up again 

after a long winter sleep and it is good to see people out walking and 

children playing. The trees are green and the hedges full of promise, 

but do you know what is happening on the Millennium Green?  

 

The Millennium Green is a designated open space in the village. It is 

a village amenity for the people of Mattersey to use and enjoy and 

the trustees of the Millennium Green are keen to hear your views.  

 

Last year a group of young people told the trustees that the grass 

cutting was not suitable for them to enjoy playing football on the 

green, as a result of this the grass is now cut more frequently. This 

is a really good example of how the Trustees work to make the Mil-

lennium Green an integral part of the village. Recently there was a 

request for more play equipment and this is something that would 

undoubtedly attract people to use the green, however therein lies 

the heart of the problem. Quite a small piece of equipment costs 

several thousand pounds and the only way to source more equipment 

is to be eligible for grants and funding all of which are based on how 

much the current equipment is used and how new investment would 

benefit the community thereby signifying a need for additional 

pieces.  Catch 22.  

 

We have also have concerns expressed about the amount on bird 

droppings on the play equipment and the picnic tables/benches. This 

is a continually difficult problem to control because we are by nature 

an òOpen Spaceó and therefore wildlife will visit us as well as people.  
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While simple methods are being tested to try to stop the birds 

perching on the swings and making a mess on the seats it is more       

difficult to introduce preventative methods for the benches.             

Manual clear up seems to only method that is effective and the       

Trustees are doing their utmost to keep on top of the problem.      

 

The Millennium Green is your open space. Now the days are brighter 

and the evenings warmer, perhaps you might like to have a walk on the 

Millennium Green, and please let the Trustees know how this amenity 

can be made more amenable through the magazine contact details.  

 

Happy Summer.  

 

(The current Trustees are Ellen Barrett, Katie Campbell,                 

Steve Digby, Lesley Hunt & Lynne Saint)  
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Huntriss class have been learning about how to write poetry.  

We have called this free verse poem ôVolcanoõ because a volcano has  

erupted in Iceland. Writing about something we have experienced  

helps us to create a vivid picture.                   

Dylan Hutchinson  

 

                        The volcano  
 

The sleeping mountain wakes and rumbles,  

It echoes towards the village.  

Billowing thick smoke streams down the rocky mountain.  

KABOOM! 

Spitting burning lava explodes,  

Hot rock rains upon the earth.  

 

Red, orange, white, grey, black - a riot of terrifying colour.  

 

Frightened shocked people flee,  

Children scream for their mothers.  

Panicking birds fly erratically away,  

Animals and insects scamper and scurry to safety.  

 

VOLCANIC FEAR! 

 

By Huntriss Class April 2010  
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Some Time in the life of ï Michael James ï Offshore Oil Rig Worker  
 

I have worked on offshore oil and gas exploration drilling rigs for 4 years.        
Currently I work for a US company Ensco, on Rig 71 based 140miles off the 
Denmark coast. Being offshore I naturally have a lot of travelling to do to get to 
work. This involves getting to Manchester Airport for a late afternoon flight to 
Billund in Denmark and a night in a hotel. The 1 hour helicopter flight to the rig 
is next morning assuming the weather is fine ï if itôs foggy the other shift has to 
stay on the rig and we stay in the hotel until the weather clears up!  My working 
pattern is 3 weeks on 3 weeks off with 12 hour shifts when onboard with 2 
weeks noon>midnight and 1 week midnight > noon. 
 

My job is as Derrickman and that involves looking after the big drilling tower that 
is the most noticeable feature of the rig rising 200ft above the working platform. 
My workplace is a cabin 120 feet above the main deck and this is where I spend 
most of my time. The derrick holds the drill pipes that power the drill bit enabling 
it to cut into the rock on the sea bed. As we drill deeper new pipes have to be 
added to extend the drill string as each pipe is only 96ft long. The deepest we 
have drilled to date is 33,000ft (5 miles+) and if the cutting teeth on the drill bit 
wear out we have to take the whole drill string out & replace the cutting teeth. 
Thatôs a lot of pipes to disconnect and reconnect and it can take days to        
complete. As well as being able to drill straight down modern equipment is also 
able to drill sideways and we can even loop the loop! 
 

Additionally I am responsible for 3 mud pumps each 1600 hp and x30ft long. 
These pump mud down the inside of the drill string to the cutting bit in order to 
lubricate and cool it as it gets very hot during drilling. Additionally the liquid mud 
acts as a stopper preventing any high pressure gas pockets we drill into blowing 
back up the pipe string and creating a hazardous situation with flammable 
gases on the rig. 
 

 While onboard we share cabins with one person who works on the other shift 
so we always have some privacy. There are communal recreation facilities with 
a gym and a sauna and cabins also have TVs and DVDs. There are dining ar-
eas with all meals and snacks provided by round the clock kitchen staff. All 
rooms and cabins are kept in order by the stewards. Itôs very much a sleep and 
work existence during the 3 working weeks especially as alcohol is totally 
banned from the rig on pain of immediate dismissal.  This is one of the big sacri-
fices of working offshore ï we donôt have a bar.  
 

However 3 weeks goes quickly when you are working hard and soon it is time to 

catch the helicopter off the rig hoping there arenôt any fog delays.                           

I then have 3 weeks recreation time to make up for all the things I have missed 

ï my girlfriend, my dog, fishing and a social life to live to the full.  
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     MATTERSEY 

Mattersey FC 2009 ð2010 
 
Gainsborough and District Football 
League  

Pos Team P W D L F A D pts  

1 White Lion F.C 18 14 2 2 60 29 31 44 

2 AFC Friendship 18 13 3 2 65 25 40 42 

3 Gainsborough Town Canute 18 12 2 4 72 35 37 38 

4 Harworth Colliery 18 6 1 11 22 57 -35 19 

5 Mattersey F.C 18 6 0 12 33 41 -8 18 

6 Rampton Hospital 18 5 0 13 28 39 -11 15 

7 Retford Town Reserves 18 3 0 15 22 76 -54 9 

DIVISION 1 - SATURDAYS 2009/2010  

Pos Team P W D L F A D Pts  

1 White Lion 18 15 0 3 64 42 22 45 

2 Kings Arms 18 13 3 2 74 18 56 42 

3 Hatfield Woodhouse WMC 18 13 0 5 52 29 23 39 

4 Mattersey FC 18 11 3 4 54 22 32 36 

5 East Markham F.C 18 7 3 8 36 43 -7 24 

6 Friendship Old Boys 18 6 3 9 33 45 -12 21 

7 Reindeer Inn 18 5 4 9 30 50 -20 19 

8 Vine Inn 18 3 5 10 26 47 -21 14 

9 Lea FC Veterans 18 3 2 13 35 57 -22 11 

10 White Hart United 18 2 1 15 37 88 -51 7 

DIVISION 2 - SUNDAYS 2009/2010 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

óThe Parish Priest writes                                           

Contact details for our parish priest:  
 

For all queries about weddings, baptisms, funerals or other pastoral needs 
please contact:                                                                                               
the Reverend Jonathan Smithurst, The Rectory, Abbey Road, Mattersey, 
Doncaster, DN10 5DX. Telephone 01777-817364.  His day off is Friday. 
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Dear Friends, 

I write on the eve of the General Election and by the time that you 
read this the outcome of the election should be clear. 

All the parties, to a greater or lesser degree, have spoken of the 
need to clean up politics and there is hope for a better future.  
What though should we look for from our MPs and from the gov-
ernment?  What is the proper role of the state? 

St Paul in his letter to the Romans wrote that 'The state is there to 
serve God for your benefit' (Romans, chapter 13 verse 4).  The 
principle is surely clear - as they serve our politicians are to do so 
for our benefit.  It seems obvious and yet, as the expenses scandal 
showed, some politicians seemed to lose sight of this fundamental 
point. 
Whichever party or parties form the government, they will face im-
mense challenges.  Recognising this, the Christian response is to 
pray for our MPs and for those holding office.  They will need wis-
dom and strength if they are to fulfil their duty to safeguard human 
rights and liberties and to seek the best interests of all sections of 
our nation.  Echoing the words of St Paul once more, this time from 
his first letter to Timothy, let us pray for a government which will 
enable the nation to lead its life 'in full observance of religion and 
high standards of morality' (1 Timothy chapter 2 verse 2). 
 
Yours in Christ 
 

 Jonathan  
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