
 

 

SERVICES FOR ALL SAINTSô CHURCH,  
MATTERSEY IN MARCH 2010 

YOUR CHURCH IS OPEN 

The Parish Church is open on a daily basis, normally from sunrise to sunset.   
The building can be an oasis of peace in a busy world.  Please feel welcome  
to make use of your  church for prayer during these periods. 
Please also feel free to contact me on 01777-817364 if there are any 
concerns that you would like to discuss or pray about.   

Jonathan Smithurst ,  Priest-in-Charge        
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                              From the Church Registers  
  

                                      Funerals  

16 February 2010          Laurence Bell (92) 

Sun 7 March 9.30am Holy Communion 

Wed 10 March 9.30am mid-month Holy Communion in      
Gringley Church 

Sun 14 March 9.30am Mothering Sunday Family Service 

  4.00pm  Welcome Service for Bishop of South-
well & Nottingham in Worksop Priory  

Sun 21 March 9.30am Morning Prayer 

  6.30pm  Stainer's 'Crucifixion' in Clayworth 
Church 

Sun 28 March 9.30am Holy Communion 

Mon 29 March 7.00pm  Compline (a short meditative service) in 
Gringley  Church 

Tues 30 
March 

7.00pm  Compline in Clayworth  Church 

Wed 31 March 7.00pm  óFootsteps to Calvaryô ï reflections on 
Holy Week in words and music in     
Everton  Church 

 

  Idle Talk    
 

The Village Magazine of                        
Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe 

 
March 2010  

 

Mattersey in approximately 1894 
 
(Photo reproduced  with kind permission of Bassetlaw Museum)  
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Some useful telephone numbers : 
Animal Hotel: 01777 817379 
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527 
Bassetlaw DC Councillor representing Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe: 
Michael Gray 01777-700318, e-mail: michael.gray@bassetlaw.gov.uk   
Beavers: Clare Fisher 01777-817563 
C/H Boiler Service: Heatech Services, Alex Perry 07846-708730   
Challenge Carpet Cleaning:  Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941  
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130 
Crimestoppers: 0800-555111 
Idle View Farm, Pork Products: Paul & Ellen Barrett  07840-170640 
Mattersey Primary School: 01777-817265 
Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth  01777-817639 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint  01777-249331, 07962-232491  
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki  07740-282927 
Painting & Decorating: John Reid  01777-817975 
Plumbers (Plumbright): James 01777-701668 & 07940-159459 
Priory Garage: 01777-816606 
Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492 
Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 817364 
Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services: John 07884-078273           

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis - 01777-817983 

Police : Community Policeman: PC Paul Pilsworth  07776-460402 
PCSO Sharon Brown: 07525-226846 
Notts PoliceðAll non emergencies: 0300-300-9999 
 

Please email or phone the editor if you would like to advertise your services 
available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe  
 

Credits:  
Grateful thanks to the Tarmac for providing the paper,  
The Bible College for printing the magazine,  
and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine. 
 

Contacts:  
If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk      
publication please contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk   
or phone on 01777-816694  
or send hard copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey  
 

Deadline:  24th of each month 
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Editorial ðMarch 2010  
 

After a rather unpleasant spell of weather in January the weather is noticeably 

starting to improve. The days are starting to lengthen, snowdrops are showing 

and birds are becoming more active. Spring is in the air with all the feelings of 

renewal and optimism which that brings. 

Similarly with Idle Talk we are thinking about regeneration. Whilst we really   

appreciate the efforts of all current contributors, we are thinking of ways to    

encourage more residents to in contribute  articles either as individual one-offs 

or as a series.                                          

Some ideas that spring to mind are: 

¶ Reviews of local hostelries and the fare they offer (assuming some pubs 

do actually remain open this year !) 

¶ Places of interest to visit  

¶ Local Walks  

¶ Pets - photographs and funny stories about your favourite animals  

¶ Favourite recipes 

¶ Local historyðplaces and people 

Additionally the magazine can be a mechanism for communicating your views 

about local matters and issues or anything you feel is important.. 

We already have a number of regular features ñVillage Businessò and ñSome 

time in the Life of ...ò for which we would welcome offers to be featured.  

We do hope more people can be persuaded to get involved, albeit as occasional 

contributors, to ensure we maintain a healthy diversity of material.  Please con-

tact the editor if you feel you have  anything to add to the magazine. 

 

Steve Digby (Editor) 

mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk
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Message Board  

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations Margaret & David Pugh on the 

occasion of your Ruby Wedding Anniversary         

on 28
th

 March 2010.   

  Do you remember your big day back in 1970? 
 
  With lots of love 
 
  Sarahjane, Ivan, Amy, Thomas  & Jonathan. 
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HAITI APPEAL  
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this appeal either via the        

coffee morning in Everton, the Church collection at the United Service at 

Gringley Methodist Church or in personal donations via Graham Norton.  
 

We raised around £1000 for Worldshare who operate from Bawtry Hall 

and were working in Haiti before the earthquake - so we know that the 

money will be used directly there.  
 

We are so grateful to all the support and help we had from so many people 

- as usual everyone in the villages rose to the occasion.  
 

Many thanks  
 

Ann Hickman and Barbara de Bel  

 

 

Lambing once more ....... 
 

Lambing started earlier than expected at Laurels Farm. Two lambs                

appeared on Valentine's Day and this has encouraged the others so we now 

have quite a few and David is looking a bit tired!! They are the pedigree 

Suffolks. The Suffolk cross ewes are not due until April but anything can 

happen! 
 

Clarissa has found a permanent good home after being found wandering in 

the front farmyard by the Langley girls. She is now a beautiful, fully grown 

duck. We were not sure if ôSheõ was a 'He', hence the name Clarissa which 

can become 'Clarrie'. However, 2 weeks ago, her sex was determined when 

she started laying some gorgeous eggs to thank us all for caring!                  
 

Life is never dull here on the farm.......!  

 

Liz Clark  



 

 

6 

 
 

 

Doggy Diaries ð 2 ð Summer Holidays  

Every year Master & Mistress take us away on holiday for a couple of weeks 

in rented cottages somewhere in the UK for a change of scenery (and       

rabbits!). We like to go just after the schools have started back in early 

September so mostly itõs a bit quieter but still likely to get good weather. 
 

This year we went to Padstow in Cornwall and Tenby in West Wales. As usual 

the weather was terrific after the very poor August. The first week we 

stayed in a converted pig barn which was the ownerõs own house which they 

vacated for the summer tourists. It was a very big house but rather strange 

because the bedrooms were downstairs and living rooms & kitchen upstairs. 

The farm had their own dogs and there was a litter of òterroró pups in the 

barn kept warm by the sort of red lights that keep food warm ð but I donõt 

think they were going to eat them. There were all sorts of funny smells in 

the house I think a previous doggy guest had òsigned the visitors bookó 

against one of the lounge curtains. Well I had to announce my arrival too    

didnõt I..... & I got shouted at for following suit!  
 

Padstow was full of Rick Stein influences with many shops & restaurants hav-

ing his name on them. Now I know why they call it Padstein. Well he once had 

a Jack Russell, Chalky, who was another real terror so Rick must be a good 

guy overall. In fact Padstow was absolutely packed out with doggy visitors - 

mostly in couples and threesomes rather than single doggies. There were 

loads of Jack Russells and Westies so we felt very much at home with them 

especially as Hollie and I were greatly admired by many of the passers -by. 

Also making a welcome return were lots of Beagles and Bassett Hounds. We 

had lots of walks along the cliff paths and went on a boat across the river to 

Rock where Hollie was her usual pain getting lost in bramble bushes, chasing 

rabbits and ignoring the beautiful big beach. We spent so much time looking 

for her that we werenõt allowed off our leads to play on the beach.   
 

The second week was near Tenby and again we did lots of walking ð sometimes 

on cliff paths with a very long drop to the sea literally a couple of feet away. 

I was glad to be on my lead for once because if a rabbit had shown itself I 

would have to chase it even if it went over the edge. The weather was even 

better and hotter this week than Cornwall. Our favourite beach was Pendine 

which was so big they used to race cars there and even did world land speed 

records in the 1920õs.  While we were there the Master and young Mistress 

played with a flying saucer throwing it to each other while I chased madly 

back and forwards getting very tired and very hot in the process.  

 

  

 

  

One strange thing was that at the high water mark on the beach was      

littered in big blobs of jelly about 60cms across that didnõt move but just 

wobbled when I attacked them and barked at them. There were loads of 

them but they just lay there not wanting to play. Someone said dolphins had 

been seen out at sea using them as jellyfish footballs and playing keepy - 

uppy. That seems a good idea ôcos they werenõt doing anything on the beach. 
 

I was very well behaved this week but Hollie..... Oh dear! The family went 

out one evening leaving us to guard the house which we normally do without 

a problem. We just sit down together, move onto the settee when the car 

has gone and enjoy each otherõs company. Somehow this time Hollie was in a 

bedroom on the bed and the door closed on her while she was in the room. 

She was obviously terrified not being with me and started to scratch at 

the carpet by the bedroom door to get out. She scratched and scratched 

and eventually rucked up the carpet a bit but not enough to let her nose 

the door open. She dug some more and up came the underlay despite the 

staples and glue but still couldnõt quite pull it far back enough to get out. 

She then obviously panicked and went absolutely wild trying to get out of 

the window but all she did was pull the curtain off the rail !  
 

When Master got back he searched for Hollie but couldnõt find her in the 

lounge with me. Going to the bedroom he found the door was stuck and had 

to rip the carpet and underlay back even further to get the door open 

enough to get into the room and witness the scene of devastation ! Luckily 

they were able to put everything back in place without too much serious 

damage - apart from a rather large bald patch on the carpet and some 

chewed up underlay !  

Nice holiday but I donõt think weõll be going there again in the near future ! 
 

Harry J Russell  
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WOMENôS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 - FRIDAY MARCH 5 

On Friday 5 March over three million people worldwide will be praying 
and worshipping together during an annual day of prayer, using a ser-
vice prepared by the women of Cameroon.  Cameroon is twice as large 
as the UK, and is often called óAfrica in miniatureô as it is a country with 
more than 240 ethnic groups and languages. 

Although organised by women, this day of prayer and worship will be 
essentially a day for everyone to participate in, and all are welcome to 
attend.  This yearôs annual local service with the theme óLet Everything 
That Has Breath Praise Godô will be held in Ranskill Church , which is 

on Great North Road in Ranskill, at 7.00pm . 

 
 

LENT COURSE ï ñWHEN I SURVEY é Christôs cross and oursò 

The death of Christ is a dominant theme in the New Testament of the 
Bible.  So, itôs not surprising that, over the centuries, the Cross has be-
come the symbol of the Christian faith.  But Christians do not honour a 
dead hero: we worship a Living Lord. 
 

This yearôs Lent course will be based around this theme and will be held 
weekly .  The dates are Mondays  1, 8, and 15 March and Thursday  25 
March, all at 7.30pm  at different venues around the villages.  Weôll be 
looking at different bible passages and including the views of, for exam-
ple Dr David Hope, former Archbishop of York, through audio re-
cordings, transcripts and group discussion. 
 

Car sharing is available if needed, and a warm welcome awaits all  new-
comers.  Each meeting stands alone so donôt worry if you cannot come 
each week.  EVERYONE WELCOME.  Do come and join us. 

 

Pick up a programme card in church for further details.  
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óFOOTSTEPS TO CALVARYô 
- reflections on Holy Week in words and music  

On the Wednesday in Holy Week, March 31 , there will an evening of 
reflections on Holy Week in words and music in Gringley  Church 
starting at 7pm .  Ann Hickman will be pleased to receive suggestions 
of suitable items (words and/or music) and can be contacted on 01777
-818993. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY ï APRIL 1 
On Maundy Thursday, 1

st
 April, there will be an Agapé meal in Mat-

tersey Church Hall at 7.00pm .  But what does that mean? ï what is 
meant by the word Agapé? 
 

Agapé is a Greek word in the New Testament for love.  It was also 
applied to a fellowship meal or love-feast which in the early Church 
often occurred in association with the Lord's Supper (or Holy Com-
munion).  This was very common in the second to fourth centuries but 
it fell into disuse due to problems of discipline. 
 

Jesus, of course, enjoyed regular table fellowship with His disciples 
(as it says in the bible in Luke chapter 13 verse 26) and the sharing of 
a meal together is still a sign of an intimate fellowship inseparable 
from true Christian discipleship.  However, the Agapé, which has seen 
a considerable revival in the last fifty years as a distinctive Christian 
celebration, must retain its connection with the Lord's Supper.  As it 
was at the Last Supper, which we think of particularly on Maundy 
Thursday, that our Lord instituted Holy Communion (as is recorded in 
Paulôs First Letter to the Corinthians chapter 11 verses 23/26) we can 
see the validity of the Agapé meal.  Although it is a warm and relaxed 
celebration, it is, nevertheless, a disciplined one in which the ministry 
of word and sacrament is interspersed with the three courses of the 
meal provided. 
 

To facilitate accurate catering, tickets are required .  There is no 
charge for the tickets but there will be an opportunity to contribute to 
the cost of the food on the evening.  Tickets will be available at the 
beginning of March. 
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MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL  
www.matterseypc.co.uk     

 

Chairman: Mr. G. Brown,  Vice Chairman: Mr. T.J. Roberts 
Councillors: Mrs. L.B.Saint, Mrs S. McKay, Mr. P. Barrett, Mrs. L. Hunt,  
Mrs. P. Light, 
 
Contact Details: Mrs. Adele Haddon, Clerk to Mattersey Parish Council,  
Caudle Meadows, Wigthorpe Lane, Wigthorpe, Worksop.Notts S81 8BU  
Tel: 01909 731565        email: clerk@matterseypc.co.uk 

 
Meetings are held 1

st
 Wednesday of each month (except August)         

in the Church Hall commencing at 7.30pm  

Police Support  
At most meetings a representative from the local Police gives a report to the 
Parish Council highlighting incidents and matters of interest to the commu-
nity.  During their latest report it was revealed that local farmers are experi-
encing problems with poachers and intruders. If anyone does witness such 
an incident the Police would very much like your help. 
 
There has also been a spate of thefts of older vehicles which are being used 
for ójoy ridingô and then being torched. These cars are often easier to steal 
because they donôt have the sophisticated security systems which are found 
on more modern cars. The public have been advised to try to fit extra steer-
ing locks and other visible means of security to deter the thieves. 
 
Our Police Community Support Officer, Sharon Brown, has changed her   
mobile phone number to 07525226846. 
 
Budget  
The majority of the Parish Councilôs income is supplied via the precept from 
the District Council and is shown on everyoneôs council tax bill. The precept 
enables the Parish Council to undertake various services and offer grants 
within the community. There are strict Audit Regulations in place to ensure 
that the money is distributed in accordance with legal requirements. This year 
the grass verge cutting within the 30mph area has been under the control of 
the Parish Council instead of Nottinghamshire County Council.  A small grant 
towards the cost is received. The cemetery is also maintained by the Parish 
Council. 
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Coffee  Morning  - in aid of  

 
 

Saturday 27th March ï 10 am ï 12 noon 
 

Mattersey Church Hall 
 

Please drop in to enjoy a coffee / tea and homemade cakes and 

cookies. 
 

Shelter gives support to and campaigns for the homeless and 

those living in poor housing conditions.                                      

 

Liaising with District and County Councils, the Police, health authority 
and various other government organisations all come within the remit of 
the Parish Council. It is these meetings and consultations that often 
shape the services and facilities provided within the area. 
 

Inevitably this all comes at a cost. The precept request for the forthcom-
ing year has been held at the same level as the current year which 
makes a typical Band D property being charged £20.78 per year.               
(This follows on from a reduction of 30% from the 2008/9 financial year.) 
The Parish Council has taken this decision in view of the difficult financial 
climate and proposes to use some of its reserves should the need arise. 
 
Handyman  
From time to time there are small maintenance jobs which need attention 
around the village. With the probability of spending cuts by both District 
& County Councils it is felt that these may be on the increase. The Par-
ish Council is therefore considering offering this work to someone within 
the community and would like to hear from anyone who wishes to be 
considered. The type of work may include repairing and painting 
benches and notice boards, trimming hedges, clearing gutters, litter pick-
ing etc. The work would be undertaken on a self employed basis and it 
would be up to the applicant to provide their own public liability insur-
ance, health and safety risk assessments and equipment.                

Please contact the Clerk to register an interest indicating the hourly rate.  
This would not be a regular employment situation but more an ad hoc 
basis as and when repairs need to be undertaken.    

The housing and homelessness charity 

http://www.matterseypc.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@matterseypc.co.uk
http://england.shelter.org.uk/


 

 

 

The Lesser Celandine has always been 

one of the earliest flowers to appear, but 

may bloom later the further north you live. 

Like many woodland plants it needs to 

bloom early to make the most of the sun-

shine before the tree canopy closes in 

April or May, when little or no sunlight 

reaches the forest floor. It has 8-12 shiny 

yellow petals and glossy, heart-shaped 

dark green leaves.  

The Wood Anemone appears during 

the last week of March. Carpets of 

these little white flowers with yellow 

centres begin to cover the woodland 

floor until May. Underneath they have 

a lovely, pinkish purple tinge on the 

petals where they meet the stem.  

The Wild Daffodil, with its classic trumpet-

shaped pale yellow flowers and deeper 

yellow centres, are now only found in  

scattered sites around the country.         

They are said to be in bloom on Lady Day,   

25
th
 March. 

Seasonal Flowers  -  March  
 

Lesser Celandine, Wood Anemone and Wild Daffodil.  
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