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From the Church Registers                                                                   

Funerals  
 

15 April 2011           Ann Boothman (63)           (in Ranskill Church)         

21 April 2011           Doris Rudder (84) 

 

 
As part of a Deanery Prayer Walk , do come and join Bishop Paul Butler, 

Bishop of Southwell & Nottingham, in walking from Everton to Gringley after 
the 8am service on Sunday 29 May.   Everyone welcome. 

YOUR CHURCH IS OPEN 

The Parish Church is open on a daily basis, normally from sunrise to sunset.   
The building can be an oasis of peace in a busy world. Please feel welcome to 
make use of your  church for prayer during these periods. Please also feel free 
to contact me on 01777-817364 if there are any  concerns that you would like 
to discuss or pray about.                 Jonathan Smithurst ,  Priest-in-Charge 

Sun 1 May 10.00am Holy Communion in Clayworth Church 

-united service for all 4 churches 

Sun 8 May 9.30am Holy Communion 

Wed 11 May 9.30am mid-month Holy Communion in Church 

Sun 15 May 9.30am Morning Prayer 

Sun 22 May 9.30am Morning Worship 

Sun 29 May Rogation Sunday    

  Preacher at the following services is Bishop Paul 
Butler, Bishop of Southwell & Nottingham: 

  8.00am Holy Communion in Everton Church 

  11.00am Rogation Service & Procession starting 
in Gringley Church - followed by lunch 
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 Picture of Musca Domestica (Common House Fly) 

which have been much in evidence during April 



 

 

Some useful telephone numbers : 
 

Commercial Services:  
Animal Hotel: Margaret A-Jones  01777-817379, www.animalhotelmattersey.co.uk 
Babysitting: Alex Howe 01777-818527 
Boiler / Central Heating Service: Alex Perry 07846-708730, www.heatech-ltd.com   
Challenge Carpet Cleaning:  Martin, Freephone 0800-3287941                       
Dance Tuition-Ballroom/Latin/Rumba/Salsa: B. Mascareno 07989-346391 (Bawtry)  
Electrician: David Foreman 01777-817506 & 07971-513286 
Gardening Services: H.D Brantons 01302-532732 & 07732-421422  
Mobile Beauty: Dianne Longworth  01777-817639 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Robert Wasteney 01777-710000 
Mobile Foot Healthcare: Mike Saint  01777-249331 & 07962-232491  
Mobile Hairdresser: Nicki  07740-282927 
Painter & Decorator: William Boulby  07974-208692 & 01777-705327                
Painter & Decorator: Tony Rosser  07849-770865 & 01302-867588 
Plumber (Plumbright): James  01777-701668 & 07940-159459 
Priory Garage: 01777-816606 
Robert Fisher (Handy Person): 01777-817563 & 07816-068492 
Tree Maintenance: Acorn Tree Services - John Robertson 07884-078273                  

Yoga Teacher: Becky Lewis 01777-817983 

Please email or phone the Editor if you would like to advertise your services      

available to the residents of Mattersey and Mattersey Thorpe  

Community Services:  
Alcohol Advice Service: 01777-272244 
Bassetlaw DC Councillor: Michael Gray 01777-700318   
Beavers: Nathan Fisher 01777-817563 
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Lewis 01777-818130 
Crimestoppers: 0800-555111 
Mattersey Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs Sharon Patton 01777-817265 
Spiritual guidance: Jonathan Smithurst, Parish Priest, 01777-817364 
Police: Community Policeman - PC Chris Glover  07595-074176 
             PCSO Catherine Phillips 07525-409789 
Notts Police ðAll non emergencies: 0300 -300-9999 

 

Credits:  
Grateful thanks to all our sponsors for the printing paper, The Bible College for 
printing the magazine, and to the Distribution Team for delivering the magazine. 
 

Contacts:  
If you have any information/comments/ideas about the Idle Talk publication please 
contact the editor at idletalk@live.co.uk   or phone on 01777-816694 or send hard 
copy to Nursery Cottage, Main Street, Mattersey  
 

Deadline:  24th of Month  
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Editorial ñMay 2011       

The Fly Problem  

We have all suffered from the excessive number of flies in our houses in April and 

following the email plea sent out early in the month to contact Environmental Health,  

many of you have done just that and left them in no doubt as to the scale of the 

problem. Additionally concerns have been expressed to the Parish Council, Michael 

GrayñThe District Councillor and John Mann the MP ñall of whom have contacted the 

Environmental Health. Additionally, there is a petition to sign in the Post Office and 

an article appeared in last weekõs Retford Times featuring the fly problem and        

especially its consequences at the school. All in all a fine example of how people 

power can work positively when the problem is desperate and a solution required.  

Despite all efforts, the very warm conditions we experienced earlier in the month 

are ideal for the development of the house fly, and it can complete its life cycle in as 

little as seven to ten days with as many as 10 to 12 generations occurring in one      

summer. It appears we may be blighted with this problem for some time yet unless 

the source can be eradicated.  

I offered the Bassetlaw DC Environmental Health the opportunity to respond as a 

means of keeping residents in touch with the progress being made. Julian Proudman, 

Environmental Health Manager has given with the following statement:        

ñThe Council is well aware of the problem.  A serious investigation is under way, but this is 
quite complicated because the problem might be caused by a number of different activities 
in the area.  A waste disposal and a sewerage treatment plant, as well as riding stables, 
poultry and other livestock farming, either alone or in combination, are all potential 

sources  of fly infestation.   

Identifying the source of the problem needs systematic visits by our inspectors to suspect 
premises.  This takes time and depends on the cooperation of the individuals concerned, 
which is not always forthcoming.  We are seriously concerned about the problem and will 
take whatever steps are necessary, once the source is identified, to ensure that that the 

problem is dealt with.ò   

My thanks also to Melanie, Health & Safety Officer at Mattersey Hall for these tips  

¶ Use those old fashioned door strips available from Wilko at £2  

¶ Put honey on paper when preparing food, flies prefer the honey & get stuck.  

¶ Use sticky fly paper available from e -bay, looks horrid but works well.  

¶ Window fly curtains from e.g. Better Ware allow you to keep windows open.  

¶ Electric fly swatters from BM Bargains £2.50.  
 

As a footnote I went into Wilkinsons Retford looking to buy fly papers  and on asking 

the assistant where they were located was asked ñóAre you from Mattersey?ó 

Clearly news of the problem has spread far and wide. WE NEED A RESOLUTION !  

Steve Digby (Editor)    

mailto:idletalk@live.co.uk
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Message Board  

 

 

 
 
 

Email, to add your support to my complaint 

   environmental.health@bassetlaw.gov.uk 

 

I have asked John Mann M.P. to help, he has written to Bassetlaw Council on my     

behalf, please also email him on:  

mannj@parliament.uk 

 

Letôs start a petition to send to Bassetlaw Council to show them we are serious. 

 Sign the petition in the Post Office. 

Marilyn Brogden, Thorpe Road  
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The óVillages Togetherô forthcoming programme of events is published   
below.  Do come and join us in Mattersey Church Hall at 1.45pm.  

 

     Tuesday 3rd May           - Rodney Cousins -  Grannyõs Attic 

    Tuesday 17th May         - James Clark      -  A World War I Soldier  

    Tuesday 31st May          - Lyndis Rowley    -  Origins of Phrases & Sayings  

All are welcome to ôVillages Togetherõ meetings which we hold every other 

Tuesday and if you have friends in other villages, please bring them along. 

See ôIdle Talkõ for the programme or call Sue on 01777 818880 for further 

information.  

Villages Together is supported by  

Blue Skies Community Initiative  

Tel: Sue for further information on   

01777 -818880 or 07921-132889 

 

 

   

 
 

 

May  16th            Doncaster Wildlife Park 

June 20th          Take Better Photos (No more chopped off heads) 

July 18th              Bess of Hardwick   (Up close and personal!)                               

We are not ageist, we are friendly. Come and join us on the 3rd Monday 
of each month at 7-30pm in the Village Hall.      

For more information ring:    
Rosa Wright - 01777 816073  or Ann Hickman - 01777 818993 

mailto:environmental.health@bassetlaw.gov.uk
mailto:mannj@parliament.uk


 

 

Congratulations to Chris Milner and Shelley Tucker  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Chris and 

Shelley who celebrated their 

marriage on Friday 15th April at 

Morton Church, Gainsborough .  

 

All our love  

 

Mum, Dad, Martine  

                                      XX  

Home Fixtures in May 2011  

Pensioners League:                                                                                             

10th  May   v  Rose òAó,   17th  May  v  Beckingham,                                                                                                                                

Friendlies :                                                                                              

Sunday 15th  May ð Presidents Cup @ 2pm,  Thursday 19 th  May v Beckingham 

@ 6.30pm, 1st June  v Ranskill @ 6pm                                                            

Club memberõs roll up take place on Monday and Friday afternoons from     

2-4pm and Friday evening from 6 -8pm. We are looking for new members 

who play bowls or would like to try playing bowls (bowls can be supplied) for 

the summer of 2011.  

Prospective bowlers will be welcome at any club roll up.  

For more information contact Robin Jacques on 01777 -817519 

 

 
 

                                    May sees the start of our Evening Strolls in and 

around the local area, why not come along and then enjoy a drink at the vil-

lage pub. 

Our full programme including the details of all our longer Sunday Morning 

walks can be viewed at www.nottsarearamblers.co.uk .    

Hope to  meet you soon.  
 

Wednesday 4th May    Retford Area         @ 10am     5 miles  

Tuesday    24th May    Sturton le Steeple @ 6.30pm  4 miles                

 

For further information contact  01777 -818055   
or 01777 -838763  

or e -mail to reford.ramblers1@btinternet.com    
 

Sally Fraser ñ Chairman ñ Retford Ramblers Group  
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May sees the start of our Evening Strolls in and around the local area, why 

not come along and then enjoy a drink at the village pub.  

Our full programme including the details of all our longer Sunday Morning 

walks can be viewed at www.nottsarearamblers.co.uk .    

Hope to  meet you soon.  
 

Wednesday 4th May    Retford Area         @ 10am     5 miles  

Tuesday    24th May    Sturton le Steeple @ 6.30pm  4 miles                

 

For further information contact  01777 -818055   
or 01777 -838763  

or e -mail to reford.ramblers1@btinternet.com    
 

Sally Fraser ñ Chairman ñ Retford Ramblers Group  

 

The annual Bassetlaw Walking Festival will be held between May 2 nd and 

May 13th , with walks being held at Bircotes, Clumber Park, Retford and 

Worksop. There will be variety of events including Health & Leisure Walks; 

Childrenõs walks and themed walks. All walks are free and full programmes 

can be obtained from Bassetlaw D.C Offices, Libraries and Tourist Infor-

mation Offices or by ringing 01909 488704.  

on  Tuesday 17th May  from  10.30am to Noon  
In  Mattersey Church Hall  

In aid of Guide Dogs for the blind  
Admission £1.50  

Stalls include Cake Stall,  Bric a Brac                
and Raffle    (for more info contact Lyndis)  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://stbc.biz/images/Bowler3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stbc.biz/&usg=__7YKKfW-9o1x-JbfNlOquWbd3Fds=&h=94&w=113&sz=4&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&tbnid=bizWINOwpg7MsM:&tbnh=72&tbnw=86&ei=HeyDTYWGGIaBhQfB2sWwBA&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcrow
http://www.nottsarearamblers.co.uk
http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dretford.ramblers1%40btinternet.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2fcid-2246d353cef14d45.profile.live.com%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3d2ce9d4d3-b980-41a7-b112-0b1a070ca862%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fco103w.col103.mail.l
http://www.nottsarearamblers.co.uk
http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dretford.ramblers1%40btinternet.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2fcid-2246d353cef14d45.profile.live.com%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3d2ce9d4d3-b980-41a7-b112-0b1a070ca862%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fco103w.col103.mail.l


 

 

8 

Ann Boothman ï In Loving Memory of a Dear Sister  

 

 

Ann will be sadly missed. She was a founder member of Mattersey Thorpe 
TRA.   Always a very helpful person  ï nothing she wouldnôt do to help others. 
She lived with Auntie Cath for 40years and in later years used to push her 
around in a wheelchair.  She was also a regular attendee at the Fundraiserôs 
Luncheons. 

Margaret Pugh 

 
Saturday 7th May ï  

Weekend Opening Launch                   

** WITH BILL ODDIE **  

Wildlife Roadshow ï 11am to 2pm  
Venue: Idle Valley Learning Centre  

North Road, Retford  
 

 

Other Events at Idle Valley Learning Centre  
 

Tues 10th May ð Health Walk 11am to 12noon    (Sorry, no dogs on walk).  

Sat 28th May ð Wildlife Extravaganza 10am to 3pm  - £10.                                     

Call 01777 713945 to book  

Sat 4th June ð How to identify Wild Flowers 10am to 4pm - £25                                            

Call 01777 713945 to book  
 

Ann has left a big hole in our lives that no one 
can fill. You will have your own memories of 
Ann, as she was well liked which was shown in 
church at her funeral. 

We would like to thank everyone for the flow-
ers and donations to Bassetlaw Hospice, also 
John Pinder for his care and support when we 
needed it most. 

Rest in peace, Sweetheart, until we meet again 
and we will, we are sure. 

All our love 

Eileen, Geoff  & your old pal Sheba 

 

  

 

                            Christian Aid Week  

                  15th  to 21 st  May 2011      
 

Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity, 

freedom and hope, of power over their own lives. Christian Aid has a vision - 

an end to poverty ð and we believe that vision can be a reality. We urge you 

to join us.  

 

Please join the Christian Aid vision to end poverty by making a donation  

during Christian Aid Week. An envelope is enclosed with this magazine and 

details for drop off points for your donation are attached to the envelope.  

Please give generously to end poverty.  

 

Thanks 

Lyndis Rowley 

How to Save Money.......  

I picked this up from a book whilst on holiday and 

thought it was quite funny when some of the local           

councils are about to switch some street lights off again  

  

 òIn 1974 Bramber Parish Council in West Sussex decided 

to go without street lighting for three days to save 

money.  

Afterwards the Treasurer was pleased to announce that 

as a result, electricity to the value of £11.59p had been 

saved. He added however that there was a £18.48p bill 

for switching the electricity off and another of £12.00p 

for switching it on again.  

It had cost the council £18.89p to spend three days in 

darkness!ó 

  

June Duxbury  
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A Rabbit Story at Easter  

 
Every time I went walking along 
the tracks opposite Eelpool Lane 
over the last couple of years I 
would see an unusually coloured 
rabbit which was always on the 
same 150 yards stretch of 
track.  

As can be seen from the photo 
she has big white blotches and 
while not entirely obvious from 
the picture she was more than 
50% white colour.  

What was also so unusual about 
Bunny, was that she would only hop at a sedate pace and would never run furiously like 
her wild rabbit cousins would ñespecially when chased by one of the dogs! However her 
lack of straight -line speed was more than compensated for by her intimate knowledge 
of local escape channels through the brambles and nettles with excellent understanding 
of the location of the nearest available bolt holes. Her sublime evasive skills in this 
area was such that she could easily escape any dog that was looking to chase her.  

Apart from her colour, what convinced me that Bunny was not totally wild but either an 
escaped pet or 1st generation offspring from a former pet, was that she was so 
friendly and unfazed by the presence of humans. While wild rabbits bolt when anyone 
comes to within 30 yards of them, Bunny was so tame that she would let you get within 
3ñ6  feet before casually hopping away, sometimes just sitting quietly in the under-
growth looking at you as you walked by. I was convinced she would probably take food 
from the hand but didnõt want to draw the dogs attention to her, so never actually 
tried that one. Other regular walkers I met around there were also aware of her and 
equally convinced she wasnõt fully wild.  

I always feared that her total lack of fear of humans would be her undoing ñbut for at 
least a couple of years she seemed to escape all perils. I also thought the harsh           
December freeze of 2010 might be her last but in January 2011 she was thankfully still 
to be seen patrolling her normal stretch of path.  

However, as much as I would to report a happy ending to the story, she has not been 
seen since February. Whether it was an animal or a human predator or disease or just 
plain old age that got her in the end, I donõt know but Bunny has not been seen for such 
a long time that she must have succumbed to something fatal. My walks in future will 
always be lacking a little something when we get to that 150 yard stretch ñbut I keep 
looking out for her and hoping one day to see her lurking near the path again.                                                                                 

D. oõG. Walker 
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Top row ; left to right 
Charlie Bromford; John Swindin; Wilfred Drage; Victor Baines; Jack Hawley;  
Edward Scuffham; George Chester.  
  

Middle row ; left to right 
Not Known (but possibly Gina Suthers); Mary Drage (now Scuffham);  
Joyce Bower (now Toulson); Edna Norman (now Redford); Celia Howes;  
Ina Baines (possibly); Ivy Holgate; Grace Chatburn (possibly); Edith Bower;  
Hilda Chester; Fanny Asbridge. 
  

Front row ; left to right 
Ronald Blanchard; Jack Webster; Not Known; Walter Smith; Percy Chambler;  
Walter Bower 
 

Many thanks to Joyce Toulson and Pat Clements for their help.  
Any clarification of the ñnot knownsò or ñpossiblesò would be appreciated. 
 
Graham and Lyndis Rowley 
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MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL  
www.matterseypc.co.uk     

 

Chairman: Mr. G. Brown,  Vice Chairman: Mr. T.J. Roberts 
Councillors:  Mr. P. Barrett, Mr G Chambers, Mrs. L. Hunt, Mr R Kendall 
Mrs. P. Light, Mrs. L.B.Saint, 
 
Contact Details: Mrs. Adele Haddon, Clerk to Mattersey Parish Council,  
Caudle Meadows, Wigthorpe Lane, Wigthorpe, Worksop. Notts S81 8BU  
Tel: 01909 731565                                     email: clerk@matterseypc.co.uk 

 
Meetings are held 1st Wednesday of each month (except August)            

 
Parish Council Elections  
There were insufficient nominations to trigger an election and, in fact there are 
still two vacancies on the Parish Council.  These can be filled by co-option so if 
there is anyone wishing to be considered please contact the clerk. 
 
Village Spring Clean  
Each year the District Council promote a Spring Clean event encouraging com-
munities and local groups to clean up grot spots or litter pick.  The Parish Council 
are participating and have arranged a litter picking event on Sunday 15th May 
meeting a 10am at the Post Office at Mattersey or Gilberts Corner in Mattersey 
Thorpe.  Everyone is welcome to join in to clear the hedge bottoms and streets of 
litter. 
 
Mobile Library  
The mobile library service has reviewed their routes and times and will now be 
available on the following Tuesdays: 
10th May     7th June      5th July     2nd August     30th August       27th September 
25th October         22nd November     20th December 
at the Church between 12.30 and 12.45, the cricket field from 1.20 to 1.40, the 
school between 1.45 and 2.15, Keyes Rise at Mattersey Thorpe from 2.20 to 
2.30. 
 
Annual Parish (Village) Meeting  
Everyone is invited to the Annual Parish (Village) Meeting which is an opportunity 
for all community groups to explain their objectives and report on the past year 
and for residents to discuss ideas or problems within the villages. This yearôs 
meeting starts at 7pm on Wednesday 4th May in the church hall. 
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Traffic Calming Idea  

      

 

It has been suggested that stickers could be 
put onto wheelie bins to encourage traffic to 
reduce their speed.  When these are put out 
onto the road every week they alert passing 
traffic to the speed limit.  It would be helpful if 
residents could indicate whether they would 
be willing to use them by emailing or phoning 
the clerk or informing any of the Councillors. 

Easter Bonnets out on 

the Canal  

http://www.matterseypc.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@matterseypc.co.uk


 

 
Doris òDoshó Rudder (1926 ð 2011)  

It was with great sadness we learnt of the death of Doris Rudder this month. Known 

as òDoshó to all in the village, various friends and relations have paid tribute to her 

life.  

Born in Arnold, Nottingham she moved to Mattersey 60 years ago after her marriage 

to Fred Rudder and lived in Hollytree Cottage the whole time she lived here. Widely 

known to all by the nickname òDoshó this was nothing to do with money, but had a 

much deeper rooted sentimental origin. Dosh did not have children of her own and so 

doted on her many nephews and nieces. One of her sister, Ellenõs sons, Robert, died 

when he was only 31/ 2 and he couldnõt pronounce òDorisó properly. Robert called her 

òAuntie Doshó and she always told anyone she met thereafter to òCall me Dosh, Dearó 

- one can only speculate on the memories this brought back to her. She didnõt like the 

name Doris anyway ! 

On moving to Mattersey the area where Hall View now is was a pig farm, known as the 

Piggeries, and Dosh was fully involved in running the farm and looking after ~1000 

pigs. Dosh was always an animal lover and initially had 2 Corgi dogs. Over the years her 

affections changed and at the time of her death she had 2 cats (Thomas and Tadpole) 

that are missing her terribly and now are on the look -out for a new home.  

Her husband, Fred, was active 

in local politics being Chairman 

of Nottinghamshire County 

Council at the time of the 

Queenõs Silver Wedding      

celebrations in 1977. As such 

they were both engaged in   

escorting the Queen and Prince 

Philip on one of their tours of 

the county that year. It was 

with great affection that she 

remembered meeting the Queen and of Prince Philip covering her knees with a blanket 

when the weather turned unseasonably cold during one outdoor event.  

Dosh was fully involved with village affairs being a Governor/Chairperson of the 

School for 40 years until illness made this impractical. A one -time Parish Councillor, 

original Trustee of the Millennium Green, regular Church goer, bell ringing were just 

some of the local activities to which she contributed.  
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She was also a great benefactor of numerous good causes within the village, including 

helping the football team at Mattersey Thorpe, she also paid for repairs to the 

church bells and provision of a new bell. One thing that many people have mentioned 

and were very grateful for, was the £10 gift she used to give each December to all 

of the residences that had someone aged over 60 in the household ð òjust to ensure 

they could have a proper Christmas celebrationó. She also fully involved herself with 

Mattersey Thorpe activities and people and regularly used to go on the TRA daytrips 

to the seaside.  

As the owner of the White Hart in Retford she 

had her own seat there, which would always be 

vacated when she visited. Twelve regular Friday 

night male customers at the Hart called them-

selves òThe Lodgeó and she was made an Honorary 

Member ð the only female member of the group ! 

When she was in hospital she would regularly    

enquire òHave my boys asked about me, Dear?ó  

She was always a regular at the local Mattersey 

pubs, also eating lunch out everyday in recent 

years at the White Horse at Barnby Moor. As a 

business woman she was fastidious in keeping    

records of everything that she spent, not only for 

work done for her but also in her personal life. She 

always noted who she had eaten out with and who 

had paid what - although never for one -upmanship 

reasons as she was a very generous person often enquiring òShall we just have      

another one, Dear?ó  She always liked a little flutter from time to time always      

enquiring about the colour of the horses running and always going for a òÃ1 each way 

on the Greyó. Not surprisingly, grey horses pulled her carriage on her last journey 

back to Mattersey from the White Horse at Barnby Moor.  

Some words and phrases from locals used to describe Dosh are òA really nice, kind 

ladyó, òDiscreetly very generousó, òAlways saw the best in peopleó, òThought the 

world of people in Mattersey Thorpeó, òElegant, glamorous and charmingó, òA real 

beauty when youngó, òAlways well made up and elegantó, òVery strong willed but     

generousó.  Not surprisingly, she left Church to the lyrics of the Frank Sinatra hit 

òMy Wayó, sung live in church by Retford singer Tony Casino ! 

It is perhaps fitting that the last words should be Doshõs own comment often made 

to her friends: òYou know, Dear ð if I die tomorrow I will have had a good life! ò   

Dosh - you will be much missed by many. 

(Compiled with the help of Patricia Alexander (niece), Helen Woodhead and Margaret 

Pugh (friends) )  
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Gardens can act as important stepping stones between nature reserves 

and other natural habitat by offering abundant supplies of nectar.  

Butterflies will visit any garden, however small, if they can feed from suitable nectar 

plants. A well thought out garden can attract up to 18 species of butterfly.                      

If you manage your patch to create breeding habitat you may see even more.  

Butterflies like warmth so choose sunny, sheltered spots when planting nectar plants.  

¶ Choose different plants to attract a wider variety of species. Place the same 

types of plant together in blocks.  

¶ Try to provide flowers right through the butterfly season. Spring flowers are 

vital for butterflies coming out of hibernation and Autumn flowers help butter-

flies build up their reserves for winter.                                                                          

¶ Prolong flowering by deadheading flowers, mulching with organic compost, and 

watering well to keep the plants healthy. Plants that are well -watered will pro-

duce far more nectar for hungry butterflies.                                                                  

¶ Don't use insecticides and pesticides. They kill butterflies and many pollinating 

insects as well as ladybirds, ground beetles and spiders.                                    

¶ Don't buy peat compost. Peat bogs are home to many special animals and plants, 

including the Large Heath butterfly, which is declining across Europe. There 

are now good alternatives available from garden centres.  

The best plants for summer nectar  
Buddleia (The butterfly bush):  Different varieties will flower in pink, red, purple, 

and white. Usually in bloom through July and August.  

Verbena Bonariensis:   Stems up to a metre tall support heads of lavender flowers 

from August to October. Can provide useful height at the back of a border.  

Lavender:  Flowers are lilac -blue in colour and grow on spikes through the summer. 

Plants can be used for edging beds or grown to form an attractive, low -growing hedge.  

Perennial Wallflower (Bowles Mauve):  Produces a profusion of sweet -scented purple-

flowers from April all through the summer.                                                            

Marjoram (Oregano):  A perennial herb, growing from 20 to 80 cm tall. White, pink or 

purple flowers grow on spikes from June to September. A good edging plant and      

useful ground cover, requiring little maintenance.   

 

 

  

  

Lavender  
 

Flowers are lilac-blue in color and grow on spikes through the summer. Plants can be used 
for edging beds or grown to form an attractive, low-growing hedge. It will thrive in a 

 
Butterfly Friendly Gardening 


