MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes Of The Meeting Of The Council Held On 7th March 2007 In The All Saints Church Hall, Mattersey
Present: -
Councillors, Roberts (Chair), Langley, Hunt, and Light. P.Baines, (Clerk) and 6 members of the public.

03/07/592 
Apologies


Councillors Brown - Holiday, Saint – Medical, McKay – Prior engagement.

03/07/593
Declarations of Interest


There were no declarations of interest.

03/07/594
1st Mattersey Guides – Application For Funding


A guide Leader and two guides attended the meeting to explain that they were requesting funding assistance to purchase kitchen equipment for use at guide camps where equipment was not provided. It was resolved that the Parish Council will donate £100.

03/07/595
Public Forum
· A member of the public informed the meeting that a new sign indicating a bridle way had appeared on Abbey Road.  The Clerk was requested to establish what the bridle way status inferred, i.e. were motor vehicles prohibited?

· A discussion took place about the location of 30mph signs in the village.

· A member of the public pointed out that the Idle Talk magazine had published an incorrect article about dog fouling.  It was noted that the article would have been reprinted from a Bassetlaw District Council leaflet and Idle Talk was not responsible therefore for inaccuracies.

03/07/596
Approval Of Minutes Of The Meeting Held On 7th February 2007.


The minutes of the meeting held on 7th February 2007 were read, approved, and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

03/07/597
Matters Arising From The Minutes

· 02/07/586 Spring Clean  

The Clerk advised that as the date of the Spring Clean was outside the dates proposed by BDC, the rubbish bags and gloves would have to be collected.  After discussion about members’ availability on the day, the proposed date of the Spring Clean was changed to 1st April 2007.

· 02/06/431  Moving the Beacon.

Councillor Hunt had enquired about progress regarding the grant application earlier that day and there was nothing further to report.

· 12/06/551  30mph Signs, Abbey Rd.  

The Clerk had again discussed the issue with R Statham on 12/02/07, but no action had yet been taken.

· 12/06/555  Bus Shelter Request
The Clerk reported that he had spoken with Karen Emery, Technical Officer, Nottinghamshire County Council, who had indicated that the location appeared suitable, but a full appraisal was required.  A wooden shelter had been proposed at a cost of £3000 to £5000, however Nottinghamshire County Council were short of funding and a contribution from Mattersey would move the application higher on the priority list.  She had also suggested that the residents adjacent to the location site be asked for their views before commitment to the proposal.  The Clerk was requested to write again querying why a wooden shelter had been specified.

· 01/07/577 Flooding Main Street
The Clerk reported that the jetting had been done and the Highways Network Inspector had stated that the drains were clear and that the problem appeared to be the drains’ outfall into the open watercourse adjacent to the Millennium Green.  The members were informed that the cost of weedcutting and clearing the drain would be in the region of £3.99/chain.  The Clerk was requested to write to the Millennium Green Trustees and inform them of the problem.  It was reported that the Thorpe Road problem was still there.

· 02/07/591  Tidy Up Garages Area

the Clerk reported that he had spoken again with A1 Housing who had promised to look into the matter, but nothing had yet been done.  The Clerk was requested to complain to BDC about the lack of action.

03/07/598
Reported Crime Statistics


The Clerk read out the statistics as supplied by the Police for January and February 2007:-


Location

Category

Abbey Mews

ABH


Church Lane

ABH


Main St


ABH


Main St


Burglary


Abbey Rd

Burglary Shed


Job Lane

Burglary Shed


Blacksmiths Mews
Burglary Shed


Job Lane

Criminal Damage - other


Cunningham Close
Criminal Damage - dwelling


Wilson Close

Criminal Damage - dwelling


Wilson Close

Criminal Damage - vehicle


Dene Close

Theft from vehicle


Main St


Theft from vehicle


Main St


Theft from vehicle


Main St


Theft or unauthorised taking of vehicle


Cunningham Close
Theft or unauthorised taking of vehicle


Main St


Vehicle tampering

03/07/599
Speedwatch Report

The planned Speedwatch session for 26th February did not take place, as the equipment was unavailable.  The next session was scheduled for 13th March.

03/07/600
Report on NALC Northern Area Committee Meeting

The Chairman had attended the NALC Northern Area Committee Meeting on 19th February 2007, but was not present to report.  The Clerk therefore summarised the minutes of the meeting and the minutes were placed in the reading bag.

· Robin Hood Airport – A presentation was given on the Airport and questions answered.

· Double Taxation – Gordon Brown had given a report on Double Taxation.

03/07/601
Correspondence
· Letter from Bassetlaw District Council advising of important dates in connection with the forthcoming election and training sessions to be held in Retford Town Hall and Shireoaks Business Park.  Noted

· Email from Chairman suggesting the May meeting date is changed to 16th May 2007 due to the Parish Council elections.  It was resolved to amend the date.

· Letter from Nottinghamshire County Council in response to enquiry by the Clerk about tree planting policy in highway verges.  Noted.

· Press Releases from Nottinghamshire Police in connection with theft of Sat Nav equipment from cars parked at pubs and restaurants and rogue traders.  Noted

· Letter from Audit Commission informing that Hacker Young will be again be auditors for 2006/2007.  Noted.

· Letter from SP Davies Memorials advising that they supply reserved grave space markers at a cost of £20.  Noted

· Letter from Nottinghamshire County Council confirming that they had voted to support improved two-tier structures in the Local Government White Paper.  Noted.

· Letter from NALC informing that approval of current publication schemes had been extended by two years.  Noted.

· Letter from NALC about the threat of the loss of lottery funding to rural and community groups as the government seeks to finance the Olympics.  Noted.

· Letter from NALC informing of seminars on the Local Government White Paper.  Noted.

· Letter from NALC in connection with the Government’s proposals for the Post Office Network.  The Clerk reported that he had responded to the consultation on behalf of Mattersey as the deadline for responses was 8th March 2007.

03/07/602
Planning Applications

Notification that application 31/06/00018, Mattersey Arms Main St, had been withdrawn.  Noted.

03/07/603
Planning Determinations



None received.

03/07/604
Finance

a)
Bank Reconciliation for February 2007

Reconciliation for the February Bank Accounts was provided and approved.

HSBC Money Manager 
£8,276.43

HSBC Treasurer
£199.33
b)
Income




Nil

c) Invoices for Payment



The following payments were approved:-

	Payee
	Cheque No.
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Matter

	North Notts Landscapes
	629
	£16.00
	£2.80
	£18.80
	Cemetery Maint.

February Bins

	P Baines
	630
	£177.57
	£2.23
	£179.80
	Clerks Salary & Expenses Feb 07

	NALC
	631
	£102.65
	£0.00
	£102.65
	Annual Subscription



d)
Bank Mandates

The Clerk reported that the Bank had returned the form, submitted to amend the signatories, and stated that it was the incorrect form for Parish Councils.  A new version of the form was completed, approved, and signed by the acting Chairman.

03/07/605
Cemetery
a)
Health & Safety – Inspections
The members were informed that he had received a telephone call from a deceased’s relative asking why their relatives’ headstone had been laid flat.  It was explained that out of all the memorials which were found to clearly fail an official push test, only a few had been loose enough to present an immediate danger of falling over.  The Parish council had therefore no option but to lay these carefully down.  The Council had prepared a list of the suspect memorials in an effort to identify and trace grave owners or relatives.  The list of names will be circulated to Councillors to identify as many known relatives as possible before placing the list and a notice in the Cemetery, on the website and Notice Boards and in Idle Talk.

b)
Request for Memorial Bench
A request for a memorial bench and a memorial tree by one individual was discussed.  It was resolved that the applicant may have a memorial bench only, in the style of the existing one.

c)
Tree Planting
Councillor Hunt informed the meeting that she knew of six applicants for memorial trees.  Following a discussion it was resolved that any plaque associated with a tree must be in the form of an inscribed granite tablet, or similar approved stone, in front of the tree which would be installed so as to lie flush with the ground surface to enable continued mowing.  The Clerk undertook to pass the relevant application forms to Councillor Hunt.

d)
Pre Purchase of Grave Spaces
Following enquiries about pre-purchase of grave spaces the members discussed the options of doing so.  The Clerk had drafted an amendment to the Cemetery Regulations to permit pre-purchase on a time-limited basis for a ten-year renewable period.  It was resolved to allow pre-purchase in principle under the terms proposed.  The Clerk undertook to produce an amended final Rules & Regulations document for the next meeting for signature.

03/07/606
Any Other Business By Leave Of The Chairman
a) A Councillor asked if a reply had been received from BDC planning in relation to the planning consent for Blacksmiths Mews.  The Clerk advised that no reply had been received to date.

b) Councillor Hunt informed the members that a letter had been received from UK Coal advising that mining had ceased under Mattersey.

The meeting closed at 21:42 hrs.

Signed……………………………………………..
Date……………………………………………… 

(Chairman)
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