
MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes Of a Meeting Of The Council Held On 7th November 2007 In The All Saints Church Hall, Mattersey at 7:30pm
Present: -
Councillors, Brown, Roberts, McKay, Saint, Light and Hunt. P.Baines, (Clerk), District Councillor Gray and 3 members of the public.

11/07/714
Apologies


There were no apologies required. 

11/07/715
Declarations of Interest


Councillor Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the planning application in respect of Mole Hill Abbey Rd.


Councillor McKay declared a personal interest in the planning application in respect of the Primary School.

11/07/716
Public Forum
The meeting was suspended for the duration of the public forum. Councillor Brown left the table to sit with the public.  Councillor Brown gave an explanation of the proposed wind turbine for Mole Hill and answered questions raised.

11/07/717
Approval Of Minutes Of The Meeting Held On 3rd October 2007.


The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2007 having been previously circulated were read, approved, and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

11/07/718
Matters Arising From The Minutes

· 02/06/431 Installing New Beacon

A letter had been received a letter from Chris Campbell suggesting workshops and an open day to design the new beacon and village signs.  It was resolved to support the proposal.  Consultation and date of workshops to be put in the next Idle Talk.  It was agreed that the final decision on design should be by the community.  The Clerk had written to Bassetlaw District Council planning to ask if planning consent would be required for the new beacon and the Clerk was also asked to ascertain if planning consent would be required for the village signs.

· 02/07/591 Tidy Up Garages Area

It was reported that the clean up had been done.  Clerk to write to A1 Housing to thank them. 

· 06/07/645 Flies in Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe

The Clerk had still not received details of complainants to forward to Bassetlaw District Council.

· 07/07/673 Drains
The Clerk had written again to Nottinghamshire County Council highways, but no reply had been received.  The Clerk was asked to write again and also complain to the chief executive of Nottinghamshire County Council about the lack of response.

· 09/07/681 Grass Cutting

No response from Bassetlaw District Council. The Clerk was asked to write again and also complain to the chief executive of Bassetlaw District Council about the lack of response. 

11/07/719
Mattersey Parish Council Emergency Plan

The Chairman explained the principals of a proposed Emergency Plan.  Councillors discussed the issues in depth.  Views were expressed for and against the idea.  It was resolved to support the idea, possibly for a cluster of councils, subject to a plan that avoided unnecessary bureaucracy and being reasonably low maintenance.    

11/07/720
Daneshill Recycling Centre

The Clerk had obtained details of the closure consultation under the Freedom of Information Act, which had been previously circulated to members.   Much discussion ensued about the quoted date for closure of the main disposal site, how that affected the recycling centre and the reasons given for the decision to close.  It was reported that the six weekly collections scheme is under review.  The matter is on the Parish Liaison Committee Agenda and NALC meeting agenda.  Clerk and Chairman to draft letter to Nottinghamshire County Council.

11/07/721
Post Office Closures

The closure list had previously been circulated to members and the proposed closures were discussed.  It was agreed that village post offices were an important part of the community and a general response to the questionnaire would be appropriate.
11/07/722
Reported Crime Statistics/Safer Neighbourhoods

The Chairman summarised the recent safer neighbourhoods meeting and reported that P.C.’s Pilsworth and Gregson had recently been out with the speed guns.  Road safety partnerships were discussed and the possibility of installing active speed warning signs and chicanes in the villages to slow traffic.  A number of completed questionnaires had been returned.  

Priorities again are:

· Speeding

· Parking outside schools

· Antisocial behaviour

· Off road motorcycles

· Vehicle crime

The crime statistics for the District for the last 3 months were:

36 incidents of suspicious circumstances

14 Antisocial behaviour incidents

24 thefts from cars

18 Road incidents

12 Thefts

11 Damages to property

9 Burglary dwellings.

11/07/723
Bus Shelter – Main Street

The Clerk had written to Nottinghamshire County Council asking for them to go ahead.  No reply had still been received before the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to write again and to Nottinghamshire County Council chief executive to complain about the lack of action or response.
11/07/724
Speedwatch 
Dates to be set for more sessions.  P.C. Pilsworth to attend also if possible.

11/07/725
Parish Paths Partnership

The Clerk had had no response from Nottinghamshire County Council. 

11/07/726
Correspondence Received Before The Agenda Was Printed.
· Councillor Hugh Burton’s request for copies of accounts for Dual Taxation working party.  Clerk forwarded.

· Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice appeal for funding.  Resolved donate £100 if possible under Section 137.  Clerk to check with NALC if legal.

· Bassetlaw District Council Review of Licensing Policy.  Put into reading bag.

11/07/727
Correspondence Received After The Agenda Was Printed.

· Letter from Millennium Green Committee advising where beacon to be sited.  Noted.

· Letter from Mattersey TRA asking for donation towards the cost of Children’s Christmas Party.  Resolved not to contribute but advise contact Fund Raising Committee.  Clerk to advise TRA.

11/07/728
Finance

a)
Bank Reconciliation for October 2007

Reconciliation for the October Bank Accounts was not available.  Clerk to forward after the meeting.

HSBC Money Manager 
£8,206.46

HSBC Treasurer
£3,519.16

b)
Income




Precept £3,866

c) Invoices for Payment
The following payments were approved:-

	Payee
	Cheque No.
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Matter

	Life Education Centres
	661
	£125.00
	£0.00
	£125.00
	Donation

	Mattersey Fund Raising Committee
	662
	£55.000
	£0.00
	£55.00
	Donation

	North Notts Landscapes
	663
	£93.50
	£16.36
	£109.86
	Cemetery Maint - October

	Fenton Forestry
	664
	£450.00
	£78.75
	£528.75
	Cemetery Maint – Trees & Shrubs

	P Baines
	665
	£144.56
	£0.00
	£144.56
	Clerks Salary & Expenses

October

	Post Office Ltd
	666
	£31.90
	£0.00
	£31.90
	Clerks income Tax

October


11/07/729
Cemetery
a) Health & Safety – Quote To Make Safe Memorials 

The Clerk had obtained a quote from a memorial mason to make safe the memorials totalling £1,560.  Agreed topic for discussion at the budget meeting for next financial year.

b) Grave Markers

Nothing to report.

c) Cutting of Bushes and Shrubs

It was reported that the contractor had done a good job

11/07/730
Review of Parish Plan Actions



Deferred to next meeting.

11/07/731
Report on NALC AGM

The Chairman summarised the key points of the meeting:-
The theme of the Bill is devolution of power closer to local communities.  The will be a continuing drive for Parish Councils to achieve Quality status with the requirement of elected Councillors being reduced to 2/3 which could help Mattersey.
It will be possible to have new Bye Laws created locally without having the approval of the relevant Minister.  Councils will be able to change their names and do not  need to be Parish" Councils, instead they be could be re-named Community or Local Councils
Parish Councils will not be capped as far as raising monies through the Council Tax.
It is expected that all Councillors will be required to sign up to carry out training following their next Council election, this will be mandatory.  Clustering of Parish Councils will be encouraged to provide local services e.g. employing an individual full time to carry out tasks in a group of adjacent Councils.  In the event that insufficient people stand for positions and say the Council is not quorate, the District Council will be able to appoint up 10% of Councillors.  NALC will be carrying out a skills needs analysis for Councils in the coming months which will look at the skills and knowledge required to be able to fulfil Chairman and Councillor roles.  The AGM also agreed that the annual subscription for 2008/09 would be increased from £27.75 to £28 basic rate and from14p to 14.55p per elector, about a 3.5% increase.


11/07/732
Any Other Business By Leave Of The Chairman For Information Only
· A street light is out in Mattersey Thorpe

· Clerk asked to congratulate the school on an excellent OFSTED Report.

· Broken bin on Breck Lane not replaced.  Clerk to report.

· SSSI visitor centre may be open by end of February 2008.

11/07/733
Planning Applications

T/1107 (NCC) – Mattersey Primary School - retention of mobile classroom.  Resolved, no objection

31/07/00022 – Old School House, Main St – change of use from tearooms to mixed-use tearoom & function room.  Resolved object, lack of parking facilities for numbers of proposed clients.

31/07/00024 – Mill View, Thorpe Rd – Erect conservatory.  Resolved, no objection

Councillor Brown left the meeting and the room whilst the following application was discussed and  Councillor Roberts took the chair.:

31/07/00027 – Mole Hill, Abbey Rd – Erect 6kw micro turbine on a 15m mast with foundations and cable run.  Resolved  2 for, 3 against, object – lack of available information on anticipated noise levels.

The meeting closed at 21:53 hrs.

Signed……………………………………………..
Date……………………………………………… 

(Chairman)
  

Page 4 of 4
G:\Mattersey Parish Council\Minutes\Minutes 07 11 07 Nov 07.doc

