 MATTERSEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 7th January 2009
In the All Saints Church Hall, Mattersey

Present:-
Cllrs Brown, Roberts, Hunt, Barrett, Light, & Saint, A. Haddon (temp.clerk), 2 members of the public,
01/09/178
Apologies for absence



No apologies were received.
01/09/179
Declarations of interest



No declarations were made.

01/09/180
Police Report

The Police were not in attendance at the time the agenda item was reached but, with the permission of the meeting, discussion took place on the arrival of PC Pilsworth who had been delayed due to speaking to a group of youths congregating in the church yard.  
PC Pilsworth reported that at the recent SNG meeting the resident’s priorities had been identified as anti social behaviour and speeding.  The frequency of the meetings had been amended to 3 monthly instead of bi-monthly.

Details of crimes could now be obtained from the police website under the heading BERL. 10 local villages are linked for statistical purposes.  There has been an overall reduction in reported crime with the exception of anti social behaviour but the figures remain average for the North Nottinghamshire area.  It would appear that the Youth Bus had not visited the area for some time and it was hoped this would re-start during week commencing 12th January.

Progress regarding the Youth shelter and BMX track was slow and the group still needed to form a constitution to attract funding.

PC Pilsworth had attended a briefing with four companies who were promoting sales of their interactive speed signs.  According to an article in the Retford Times the County Council are purchasing fifty mobile signs and these would be available to Parish Councils.  The Police had not been involved in the project.  A meeting is planned to discuss this subject at the TA House in Mattersey Thorpe on Saturday 7th February 2009 at 2.30pm.
There had been 9 reported incidents in Mattersey & Mattersey Thorpe recently.  These included reports of thefts of car keys from houses.  PC Pilsworth advises residents to keep their doors locked even when in the house and ensure car keys are not left in open view or near entrance doors as thefts have occurred whilst people have been in their home.  Any item can be registered on the website www.immobilise.com so that if they are stolen the rightful owners can be identified if the goods are recovered. 

01/09/181
Public Forum

The formal meeting was suspended for the duration of the public forum.
No items were raised
01/09/182
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2008


RESOLVED: Min Ref 12/08/158 should read ‘the road markings at the junction of Keyes Rise and Broomfield Lane’  

The rest of the minutes were approved.
01/09/183
Matters Arising from the Minutes, for information only

09/08/100  Barley Mow – There had only been 9 responses to the survey, 8 were in favour of the pub re-opening and 3 expressed an interest in joining the Board.  Only 8 residents would be prepared to buy shares.   Some Members felt that many residents were still unaware of the project and did not really appreciate the implications of the Scheme.  It was agreed that further leaflets should be prepared and delivered to each house requesting interested parties attend the next Parish Council meeting.

12/08/167  Noise Monitoring Claire Wilson. Environmental Monitoring Officer for Robin Hood airport, had offered to arrange a session in early February.  She had requested the suggestion of a site for the trailer.  It was suggested that Mr. Sykes be approached for the use of his land.

12/08/176  Church Memorial Clock   English Clockmakers had attended the clock and found that a part was in need of repair for the hammer connections.  The cost would be £155 plus VAT in addition to the service charge of  £120.75.  It was reported that the clock was still not working.  Members agreed to the cost of repair and to delay posting the cheque for the service until further assurances had been received. 

12/08/158  Vandalism at the Church  Dist Cllr Gray reported that Neighbourhood Watch are offering DNA kits at a reduced rate in order to help identify culprits of vandalism and these details would be passed on to the PCC.

01/09/184
To consider the draft budget for 2009/10

The draft budget had been issued by the clerk prior to the meeting but the concurrent grant figures had only been received on the day of the meeting so amended details were issued.  The draft budget showed a decrease of  25% compared with the previous year and some concern was expressed at the reduction.  It was felt that there was sufficient in the reserves to fall back on and that, in the current economic climate, it would be of benefit to residents to keep costs to a minimum.


RESOLVED: To request a precept of £5585, concurrent grant of £505 and cemetery grant of £370.  
01/09/185
To discuss Notts CC issues – highways and speeding  

a)  The Chairman had requested a meeting with Mr. David Kirkham, leader of Notts County Council.  A draft letter to Mr Kirkham was shown to Members in which the Chairman  requested improved liaison between the County and Parish Councils and better communication from County Council departments.


RESOLVED: That the letter be sent as drafted.
b) No response had been received regarding the survey carried out on Eel Pool Road.  Further requests would be made.
c) The culvert on Thorpe Road near to the cemetery needs clearing

      RESOLVED: To notify highways

01/09/186
To clarify the Parish Council’s responsibility for decisions regarding the beacon

Before the beacon was lit it would be necessary for the Millenium Green Trust to carry out a risk assessment.  The decision to light the beacon would lie with the MGT.


RESOLVED: 1.  That the Parish Council would assist with costs incurred of lighting the beacon for a national event.


2. That the Parish Council would review any risk assessment but not be responsible for it.


3. That enquiries be made as to the cost of including the lighting event in the Parish Council’s annual insurance premium.
01/09/187
To consider quotations for roadside grass cutting for 2009

Four tenders had been received.


RESOLVED: To offer the contract to Cottage Gardens for one year for 12 cuts to include Broomfield Lane.  The commencement of cutting to coincide with that of the cemetery. 
01/09/188
To review details of the new publication scheme for the Freedom of Information Act

RESOLVED: To amend the cost of photocopies to 10p per copy to take account of the clerk’s time.
01/09/189
To receive a report on the Chairman’s meeting with Insp. Hinchliffe regarding traffic control and speedwatch issues

The Chairman reported that Insp Hinchliffe had been sympathetic to the plight of local villages which suffered from speeding traffic.  It would appear that Nottinghamshire County Council was not implementing road restrictions at the entrance to villages as most other County Councils were.  The Safety Partnership camera van would appear not to be allocated on requests from outside agencies even with Police support.  Insp Hinchliffe agreed to make further enquiries as to the collation of the Speedwatch statistics and supported local villages in their efforts.  It was hoped that Police cameras would be in the area when officers were available.
01/09/190
To receive a report on the SNG meeting


Details were given in the Police report.
01/09/191
Correspondence received when agenda was printed:
a) letter from Mr. D. McDonald regarding concerns over re-surfacing parking area at Mattersey School.

RESOLVED: To explain to Mr McDonald that the application was made by Notts County Council and request that he supply details of the dates concerned and any copies of correspondence which he may have in order that the Parish Council can consider the matter further.
b) Code of conduct consultation – would be placed in the Members bag for the next meeting.
c) Invitation to join the Rural Services Network

      RESOLVED: Not to join

01/09/192
Correspondence received after agenda was printed:

None was received
01/09/193
Finance
a) To authorise the following expenditure: 

       Admin & Salary: 
   £201.43

Arrears of salary for previous clerk   £15.00
       Cemetery grass & maintenance   £182.00
Rowmarkers £524.40 (est at date of agenda)

       RESOLVED: Authorised with the exception of rowmarkers since no invoice had yet been received.

b)   To receive a report on financial status and reconciliation of accounts

RESOLVED: Noted
01/09/194
Cemetery
a) Maintenance issues:
      Cllr Roberts would be collecting the row markers and a working party was arranged for Sunday  11th January.  A plan of the cremation area would also be drafted.
01/09/195
Planning Applications:

No applications were received
01/09/196
Planning Decisions


No determinations were received.
01/09/197
Members reports and exchange of information on matters of concern

1. Cllr Hunt enquired if any further information had been received regarding the Christmas lights project.  The clerk offered to contact Cllr Gray
2. Cllr Roberts had almost completed the survey regarding the amendment to the Breck Lane sign
3. Cllr Brown informed the meeting that all the Parish Council records had been returned by Mr Knight but he was looking for more information regarding the fire stations.  Members made suggestions as to contacts.

4. The next North East Bassetlaw forum meeting would be held on 20th January at Beckingham.  It was suggested that Notts County Council issued could be raised.  Cllr Hunt volunteered to attend.

01/09/198
Next meeting 
RESOLVED: That the next meeting be held on 4th February 2009 at 7.30pm.
Signed .......................................................................     Date  ............................
(Chairman)
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